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2" James Tod, the writer of the ‘Rajasthan’ influenced Rangalal Bandopadhya by the
glorious story of Rajputs. Rangalal composed many of his writing from Rajasthan. He had
added more flavour to his creations and discarded some incident from Tod. ‘Pandmini
Upakhyan’ was the first historical modern kavya in the Modern age of Bengali Literature. 1
have compared ‘Pandmini Upakhyan’ with Tod’s Rajasthan. How and why Rangalal

compossed ‘Pandmini Upakhyan’, I have tried to elaborate in this paper.
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“The Hindu bard recognizes the fair, in
preference to fame and lore of conquest, as
the motive for attack at Alla-O-din, who
limited his demand to the possession of
Pudmini, though this was a logn and
fruitless seize.” °
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‘Lakumsi succeeded his father in S.
1331 (A.D. 1275), a memorable era in the
annals, when chetore, the repository of all
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that was precious yet untouched of the arts
of India, was stormed, sacked and treated
with remorseless barbarity, by the Pathan
emperor, Alla-O-din.

Beemsi was the uncle of the young
Prince, the protector during his minority.
He had espoused the daughter of Hamir
Sank (chohan) of Ceylon, the cause of
woes unnumbered to the Sesodias. Her
name was Pudmini, a title bestowed only
on the superlatively fair and transmitted
with renown to posterity by tradition and
the song of the bard. His beauty,
accomplishments, exaltation and
destruction ~ with  other  incidental
circumstances constitute the subject of one
of the most popular traditions of
Rajwara’.Q
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‘The Rajpoot unwilling to be out done
in confidence accompanied the king to the
foot of the fortress, a midst many
complimentary excuses from his guest at
the trouble he thus occasioned. It was for
this that Alla risked his own safety, relying
on the superior faith of the Hindu. Here he
had an ambush; Bheemi was made
prisoner, hurried away to that Tatar camp
and his liberty made dependent on the

surrender of Pudmini.””
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‘The poet has found in the disastrous
issue of this seize admirable materials for
his song. He represents the Rana, after an
arduous day, stretched on his pallet and
during a night of watchful anxiety,
pondering on the means by which he might
preserve from the general destruction one
at least of his twelve sons; when a voice
broke on his solitude, exclaiming “Myn
bhooka ho”, (I am hungry) and raising his
eyes, he saw, by he dim glare of the
cheragh, (lamp) advancing between the
granite columns, the majestic form of the
guardian goddess of cheetore. “Not
satisfied”, exclaimed the Rana, ‘though
eight thousands of my kin were late an
offering to “thee?”’--- “I must have regal
victims; and if twelve who “wear the
diadem” bleed not for cheetore, the land
will pass from the line, “This said, she
Vanished’.”
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fofy @<y FCIC®I— “Literary influence
appears to be most frequent and most
fruitful at the time of emergence of
national literature and of radical change of
a particular literary tradition in a given

literature. In addition, it may accompany
or follow social or political movements or

especially upheavals’. >
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‘At length he restricted his desire to
more sight of this extraordinary beauty and
acceded to the proposal of beholding her
through the medium of mirrors.”>"
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“The beginning of the nineteenth
century introduced English language and
European thought in Bengal. Bengali
which never had any pure literature now
began to develop. The concept of literature
was to some extent changed. The writers,
who had English models before them had
nothing to do with religion although they
did not shake off the Puranic tradition of
religion and morality. To these new writers
Tod’s Annals of Rajasthan opened rich
field of new and delectable subject matter
for their literary creations.” %
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81 Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, Vol. I, Chap VI, page 219.

! Ibid, Vol. I, Chap VI, page 219.
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3&!| Newton P. Stallknecht and Horst Frenz Ed. Comparative literature: Method and
Perspective; ‘Literary Indebtedness and Comparative Literary Studies; Revised

edition, 1971. P. 92
S| Ibid, Vol. I, Chap VI, page 219.
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Q0| GRS ©, IF FAE, 5COF FGET @ 1 MRS, “Dr. Sukumar Sen’s Lecture
on ‘Rajasthan and Bengal in literary concept’ on 10-12-75 at the Rajasthan
Information Centre, Calcutta” -, %3 3¢/
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