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Abstract

The extensive area of Asansol and Durgapur is often considered as the coal mining regions
of Burdwan district. In the Colonial regime of India, these evolved a particular social class
who were known as the working class. This working class which mostly comprised of
Bauris, Nunias, Chamars, Koris, Bhiyas, Ghatwals, Turi, Teli, Jolaha, Kahar, Kalwar,
Dosadhs were the most important. All miners started working in these mines in lieu of very
low wages. Right from the beginning, both the local and the migrated workers were
constantly and consistently exploited and this gradually gave rise to defiance and rebellions
amongst them. This rebellions activities of the working classes were very much discernible
even during the non-cooperation movement. Names like Bankim Mukherjee and then Bijoy
Paul became pioneering landmarks in the history of Trade Union Movements in Asansol.
Deben Sen was yet another reactionary whose able leadership was instrumental in
moulding the coal miners rebellion afresh and contributed largely to its proper growth. The
anger and discontent of the coal miners was greatly invigoratated and instigated by the fact
that despite constant protests. The Coal-miners were still under the brunt of exploitation
even after independence. This anger and contempt of the workers was shaped responsibly
by the trade union—AITUN, INTUC, CITU, Hind Mazdoor Sabha. The present researcher
intends to investigate the various hues and aspects of this organized movement under the
responsible direction of the Trade Union; viz., the origin of the movement, its causes, the
owner-labourer relationship, the socio-economic and political consciousness of the
workers, the spirit and fervour of the rebellion, the relation between the Govt. and the
owners of Coal mines, and the analysis of the role of the trade unions in organizing these
movements.
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