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Abstract

The term ‘child’ is generally used in broad aspect. It covers the three prime stages of
human life i.e. infancy, childhood and adolescence. In these stages, children’s behaviour
is very much important, which throws light on their psychology. Their joy, sorrow, anger,
love— all the emotions actually unveil the various shades of their mind. At a particular
moment how a child behaves or what he will do is solely the outcome of what is going on
in his mind. Hence, the knowledge of child-psychology is really essential to understand a
child. In Bengali literature, the two famous child characters are Apu and Durga. It is the
magic of Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay’s writings that makes the readers feel as if they
are not imaginative characters but strongly exist. Throughout the whole novel, the
different activities of these siblings attract readers’ attention and they feel deep
attachment with these characters. Gradually, the readers become curious to unfold the
mystery of their inner mind. The present article attempts to illuminate the different and
intricate layers of child-psychology through their apparently meaningless activities on the
basis of Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay’s ‘Pather Panchali’.

Key words: Pather Panchali, Apu-Durga, Child Psychology, Kleptomania, Oral
Pleasure.
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“And if a child has been told a nice story, he will insist on hearing it over and over
again rather than a new one; and he will remorselessly stipulate that the repetition shall be
an identical one and will correct any alterations of which the narrator may be guilty—
though they may actually have been made in the hope of gaining fresh approval. None of
this contradicts the pleasure principle, repetition, the re-experiencing of something
identical, is clearly in itself a source of pleasure.””
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“In the first place sexuality is divorced from its too close connection with the
genitals and is regarded as a more comprehensive bodily function, having pleasure as its
goal and only secondarily coming to serve the ends of reproduction.”
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“It is clear that in their play children repeat everything that has made a great
impression on them in real life, and that in doing so they abreact the strength of the
impression and, as one might put it, make themselves master of that situation. But on the
other hand it is obvious that all their play is influenced by a wish that dominates them the
whole time—the wish to be grown-up and to be able to do what grown-up people do.”*
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