Pratidhwani the Echo

, A Peer-Reviewed International Journal of Humanities & Social Science

; 7//} ISSN: 2278-5264 (Online) 2321-9319 (Print)

‘\/".’U 2t Impact Factor: 6.28 (Index Copernicus International)

R 20121 GC Approved Journal Serial No. 47694/48666

Volume-VI, Issue-1V, April 2018, Page No. 30-36

Published by Dept. of Bengali, Karimganj College, Karimganj, Assam, India
Website: http://www.thecho.in

oY IR Seslf: @Te- AR A6

©. S
TEENT T, T @17, PNT NZCEET T IR, 7T, AEIIT
Abstract

India is a feudalistically oriented agricultural country. Even the Indian cities can be seen as
virtual expansions of villages. So the real culture of India is embodied in her villages. There
are embedded in the cultural palimpsests of the Indian villages’ millennia old myths,
legends and various narratives of secret traditions. In Bhagirath Mishra’s novel ‘Arkathi’ is
narrativized the spectrum of the popular life of Basu-sabar community in Gazasimul village
of Bankura as well as the crisis of the old age popular traditions. The gross barbarism of
the middle ages has ended but the oppression of the powerless by the powerful is perennial,
only the forms of oppression changing with time. The hypocritical people masquerading as
magnanimous ones are exploting the poor. The writer while discussing the popular life of
the Basu-sabar community has exposed the tradery in “‘folk-culture” who pretend to be
sympathetic to popular culture. The foreigner Kethi Bird and professor Rajib, in the same
way, manipulate the cultural life of the Basu-sabar community for the sake of monetary
profit & fame. Rajib is maddened by the luxery foreign trips, seminar, economic affluence
and a life of comfort. Rajib, who had once set up an organization politically radicalized
folk-culture in order to save the Basu-sabar community from the exploitations of Ranglal,
ends up turning that organization into another explotative trap for those poor people. The
rural people are duped/deceived, Rangi turns into a prostitute. The consumer culture, in
this way, gormandizes/swallows up the popular traditions of rural areas.

Keywords: Popular tradition, crisis, explotative trap, rural tragedy, tradery in folk-
culture.
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