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Abstract

Political changes and social evolution walk almost in parallel ways. Though times any
again political changes are blown away a stormy wind— the social evolution rather
advances in a snail-like but unfailing pace. Moreover on its walk, it triggers off a movement
that elapse deprived and exploited people. A movement itself brings in a new sense of
awakening in these people, giving them a new force to change the situation. These very
seeds of movement usually stay dormant inside the socio-economic and political difference
of the various classes and races of the society. And once changed into a full-grown tree, the
little seeds often burst into the flames of a tremendous movement, powerful enough to
change the age-old structure of the society. Needless to say that, this kind of awakening or a
movement is not resulted by a particular reason. Rather a number of reasons or catalysts
play a strong reactive role in its making. Similarly long back in the decades of 1880, the
people of Namashudra Class had an awakening call from deep inside of their class-
consciousness and gave birth to a great movement, which was no exception of this ‘seed-to-
a-tree’ rule! This article mainly has its focus on how did political awareness grow in the
Namashudra Class of Bengal and how they formed different societies to protect their class
interest. In fine it has also been endeavoured to bring up how this movement achieved its
stage wise success.
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I e (R, O I (- 9T Y T TS SOQS AT TS OIS HCONSICT GCaT
frcafecem 2favin 3iga1 ot 2 Bfew wrefifze sivol =1 «3 @ fore wifen wqEom @ifica gercs
T I AEeE @i A1 Ifre [Reemes Sfeay 361 dFda 7| Wodm A1 Z6 Al
AfAfToecd fNeeta AIRICE QT <ACe 71 [T SREe TGl (FTOEE el TR 1 GF%
Qe T MR @ @ wifed Sg-Sie=el 9C6 ACH | SAGEeRIR 7 TN ARG Yoo 93
CGOTR TTHT (@ T SIfSq TR TCH2 SR Al T2 OF &g awiel| 2w SIFes w7
oo wedE HAfafEfen ofmeacs Sl ¢ weified soa geafest @@ e srax Jeew
NG ST WA FTE AR SRS GF ACN TNH7 NI V¢ FAFS SPICIY ¢ fferge
CFTS SPEACST 2 FACO Fl AFMCTS (T SRR SfCHICed 2 Feafee O oiesde sHy| 93
SACAZ. THHTH AT S FCART ST G, SRR 2fSPR M@l | IF ICWIIATGICER
AfTeraA, “Their first organized endeavour of self-determination started in Faridpur-
Bakarganj region in late 1872, when in official documents they were still being referred to
as chandals.” SCIB) ANAHICH THHUCHH AT SCRIFCAR (FI A0 ©iesd et 771 FaR Feil
QTS T @&, e ebfere FAueiRER feaors Ml e & oFl TREITESItd OoA ]
Tofee| e Wers Meeera Afes TR SEIe IBICIR & Sid o STy | Sitnd @3
TG B2 oo U3 W@l SalCd bl (MYces froeia IRRFoCHT Swaicd a¥
CIee fRee A SREeE| fofd of fProeim THacs Jebfere d-s[F[Ice ST F¢1 Faifo
IHE 8 SGRFSHAME ACFH THITH Ire-FREMAS fofd ofF qrdice gy azed™ oy fwae!
SINCIRCT | 58 fof o7 (=15 &re ICoT S A=Ee Aoy SRR SHAcd Neaal|° Jore
IREOEA ACABAR ST ©F fATE Ao FCARCTT G 92 TG Ol awHq FCafRe -
FIF | ST ICAMRCE, F-eTee! [ oTers ey vere wifed IRl QE-ASCE SRS FC| OIS
Y% Yoo SRER FU TP A TS| (G TXe 2AREE S G veleerifon NgIeag
ATewIa foTea et vt 27| qenig e IR @ TS e A oIt olamiced SR
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¢l TVHE oGS AT V38 I NFOR ARG TN%7 AN 212 FACI |

Yl AT Sifeq AT AICE AT T Fa® T FC03 G|

q| W FC 93 AT FTale SN FCE SCI OICF TACHS I41 2A1° 92 [ SR
SCATTCTT T TONTE NCET R 21 deRIES 0O ACT Il ©ITqe PIG-Cee i 5
A @CO G @R SER O 9% Praicss S el SRR @ O Sege=al
Tnasif e AT FACA1 9% X Ol oo SfON@I v FE FEIANCn FAe Oiead 3iE
afeca 7 ) oiore wiftg azele T2 e ANECE QG ST S SICT AR
SR N TG TRMRGE NI SRS FAF & qIFNe (FIEell T4 @A @,
& s SITre ¥3 TS Praiced [RFadml 73, IR TRFE OIMA ACHS. ACACR| TO02
T Tifod (Neeera ACF 42 Prae @iEdl F9 TRI7d 2R @, I TS a8[i
SN FHCI SIC ANGFOICT 76 Fel JCA|

G M Torfers Bfeed ATeiee &Facera [fon sece | qEeis, TRM=E, TeNed, Lo,
TS, TNAPRR 8 Sl EIE ©f [¥E @o IR TR ofoce| eleiesies - Fofefae
QMR GF SCAFCR ey 24F (@FCU| QT WA TIHT T2MRGE Tqad N6 @ [
SCATSCTR 2 FCafee SR 12 ol TRWIERT S (SEAITeFa 2@l Sbrao BT 5L
(8™ «fzrer fof Bi SRMICT Fic @ffe “itg T8 oy ke , @3 Sewie GobiR
sffssefel =Tre seafes @ Rcra foo wwf¥e, 7 ool wmmRe 992 @ veER Ry @Al
AN CRVICT e qFIeCas Ry THHETd @19 AREACFE SIF QC-ASICE (l 7 )
il q3R TFMER R avm sfes o St @ «fewe wFE o Ko a9m
I (T Aol eIt ceme w4 2cafeer Toiwrs weceT| (The strike was so complete
that the fields untilled, the houses unthatched, and not a Chandal in the service of Hindu or
Muhammedan, or a Chandal woman was seen in any market. The situation was so volatile
in Muksudpour and Gopalganj that extra police had to be mobilized from the divisional
headquarter for maintaining peace and order).” SHIfTES NFCHT GF= WS *fHfEfoce AT
T O AW FERE (7 FA (@GR 90 ACE 1| OF TNemcd 9% 495 (strike)
BT FAF AR T 2@ Soofeet| T o[ IR @ verors Im e Fifts Ao
(T PIE FH T OIS 2ICF e 77| O ©OIens To{7 519 8 F¢ea IRy« wienst +fe i
A FACO G| ON F OFI (@GN FCA DI AR ACAEICT e TF Few Mee
Ifeed T Sofee| 58 oione G (5BIR FEe = [, I 3¢ zaafed peeee) IdfRmoE
e i e s Fcafea [Joe e JferRifedl o/t SicwemsRor e 2
TR AfF TIPSR T8 WE QOICIR TVHW TRNAYS NI AL A [l w4
FCARE AFCNI JH1° TT YOI SR B ANCHA 2 Fures e a2 SewieEes yae
SfoqICs |

SbaR JBICHA ACACICAR FC ANHT TGS NI (ol Jia CoIcAeT Al SR feeors
wgifow - ANET Tqg T SFIRIT CAee 092 58 ST@ocF fafqy Feet ©1ena e
g Sewed RIS A TR SIfeTe A I fow /N1 2N, 9 MRS
SR fom wffre qaR wRwAfee) foeom sfg %[ o Svafes a9g +912 fee orona
T 6| SBQF LR IM e Awifes Tdwi e weiR vifercy e Siens “icF
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SFNY 2 Sofee| fasiws, adfEvEl oo Sione gew Siew @ N *fEiE S ¢ sifes
fre ey feme Idffear ot S 3+ affeqml ScwieeRa adiq afedss | e, @y 8
IAEWT AT Olne oo W@l @ (@@ foe (@ Wik eione faemivael Tum wifed
VIR [0 T e 91| 938 qF T+ FFE @, 9T e waw Moeige ¢ Jq@aeat
2O RfYTH ACefRe FNm TNCEH AW Aol 2ice) wore FreikTea oFl it Sxsafos
AWEF TRECTH [RFcn M7 T3 TR R TAFICET FC2 9% WK QA (AR (@ TG
AN® ARAMCS OIHd @ BEIeT Ay s 71 T4 &1 FEITeR 2Acs afolb (Feag Twm =6
IR FACS | OIAA wife T{mI <ieed @ widies [iox s qeeE sReefeiiar gtced
efeeT| ARCET OFEN REG AR-FAFAR 9T T dvbd JBCH @ TR o=@ i
TR oF Wgy Mg [ ewifie) @ R For@sR 34 T3afed @, Ty wfoge
T TEMIE AT oT4CT GRR (@I SECOS BERT *(B AR FACT A1 IM (G THN@ Al
(3TCY ©CF OICF B (ACF 9T P41 26| “(The Namasudra must always be written and not
change ‘Chandal’ for all persons of the said caste. Anyone who does not write ‘Namasudra’
shall be removed from employment.)”"

AT e qifen TAWT FFmE SCHICRR T Shbo WHCH ARG AN%w Eife THACTa
SCHETS O FCARA BT F7l| A 9T HACHEAC TGS GBI AR GF WAIPACE &H
T Sobd JBICH Lo (@GR WECH! ATCH G FHI6T ANIC NGelw SAACH QFHM I
o1y a3fb Te! Soe 2Cafee | Yo BIele SFyey (Sred {2 Teife, aer aleedr @3
HRPDIC TNES IR 9T TS TAET (SR TNH@ T2MRge) WA oot i
SRS @1 AT, SHgIeE NP IFREFACR 92 A6 JEIICE IS FICR
AR JIgT @®bv| FERMFRE TR AR @VEGE B9a 6T SQUPSRICAIT]
TeeFAC 9% AR oM s, <hifye, FAve ¢ fadifos weaw @@t oy
SICIYCTR (2 FCAfReT| @ TOR oAl Wgoe el o, IR O AN 4T 4HC O A&7l
ToFE eud TYIfre 2@fee” SISl JE @Ce A (@, WS @TF NG GFTORAR
gaeTels EEfe « «ee et N4y e dfeere 2eafest| AR SIFICH-areieT T4 wigersjfod
A 2AfSRITE 2R T UT (A TOR AREATSICE ¥ AT (FOL SCAF FACo AT [
AR o SIS Tifed NHCH WA Jfagfed M, thoema [am, daFmer denr 3l
ARSI (T (ST TP 2o 7 ©f IeAF SCFIL ACH | SCRQF bl Tefs Wy g
oI, S VLGP T A AT SHCT GAF 2B, QR WYPR ¢ BRSO
T IR SR FNeeed @R a7ersl SeFe IoF TNT Sifoge Aqead Mo 2 T2
SFOW SIFF SIMF % AT NAPIFo! TFCE e T7pfae eqifFaze| <Iw oo ¥ vy,
TSl ¢ GOAIRITOIE TS FCH ACHA GOAN Ol Tadacd &y Ao N NI @z
iR Sgav® MR MGG | O A7+ TS ol TGS 2R F1 (@, TGS
AT e SRTe AINgE TIEeie GFael ¢ Faes)fes sl

Stbrd ABICH TGTIAF TPTO T IIFH GFOW O TSTOI NI TAGFACIA FCH J/2
TG TIPS SRR O TLOFOT I (FIF ACANSS WCAIL AGq B dvyre JBITH
SO TSI FLAT 2fSPT 21 SSARNT WG @A *IPT AT Ao oot ey v
TRl ST 8 IfE ACST TFFCH TralTe 2T FET IO Grifie TrfEE | SRelw wrew
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T 2PN Bl =T IR T NI ABICS @H W ShcaReEw iy ¢ fFEaf wEore
e A @R e fof e seafecs ANifes Acna el @i of Iec afewite
AT M@ T@ @ AFE AR FA1 FCAT (97 G Tqrenarar f&fo=
qgfow S (ICF T& FACO, ©Id AIEF w&wi I Face) fof W Facew, [ib+ *wms
TS (AT P e 7 FAE 263 TG A FN34m qifod NFom ANfes Y& siens
feercen REbere fof Igesice Saifiam Mee GrfRe | SelT TR (TgI7 SESTR
fRefoHacad & AT SROIEN V0 AF YOS (AT NS FCI SAPLRIRABADA 9
AT /0T QoCS THN FEARCAT| S| &FDM WS TXPTSF ©fF Weeqeeld ¥y ey
fFofifee, afee, nfam w3 SIgwimI [Efée Srer e MM (oA 8 (ME-2UCRS TN Ter
2% SIYN® (RCY OICAd NC S8 FAICO TN AR IS ¢ W AN | Wi IR 78ew
YRS A9 ©Iitnd Mo (A QIRCIE T8 P qChiee wice ©iFl PreT fce /1 eifec A
FATCT A BT 71 IR, AT AT, Ao 27T, FCE-TCH-INC TAANT 8 G SNCA
NG QAT (oICA%e| 93 e (@ SN#ifoF T S <o fowt @1 SR 97 @ A7
TATRICG 2T PR T AR |

TEGR N2 I HGIPTCIR #1F (ACF THeHw TCed Al wraigpia wonsfie zafes a3
G T TOR| IT NS TSI @ TRAAQS (ol ¢ (Mg &ifs Sazea [few
T T AAA-CEDNT W P TR FERCETT ToT® AGOTSICT | I3 AL ©7 TS
Torg Ny ea seichedl Jfa coicafee Gz qefe Siges seafee freee qof wife ¢ @ e
GG FC2l| FNHw wifeq Sl Jfad Aewier, @ifs SHRCTR Wl 932 SITns IS,
A&, AEfeT @ AG AL e FFRT WA THR <1 7@ 2l 2o AT @F2 Iq6a|
I 4% AT ST (@i [fEwe a1 f[fven w1 foet W11 dwameca oAl (@ St SREl
S TBICT AR ©itnd e @ T qea fiea a2l wifefefes sicwmeeTa w4
1 d5a8 T RITF T FC Sdos AT LT TR T ANCIA FIRG (AT 2EICH
IO, TYIRA, Wedl, INACHT F@REF, FRMAE Clierie o9fs g Tuem aifogs
T SCATC AN 2R 52 28 S| @F Vo FMF (19 Soiif@ Jva &y
e Saeds Wit e 9% AN @2 T TRMNYE N el O e
fM-0FbW IIFA1° STFICE O FARBKC FERCETT THHWI WCHEAEE 7 (@0
OIRIGIe Y, ICAE, FRW2R, AENG, O Ty FN (P TGl AT ©Ieq erend
THIAYSTS Al ST T A FeaRees [few Wew @3 elefEes e FEmieT we
SRSl RCAITeIC ey | ofe s=ifneas TeR srere wifes W4 ({es SRS 9ebfe @ 5y
i TCT1 9T ACHITT ¢ T JoT© FRMIACH QS RCATS ICE, o1 @ AT @9 Je9e
ZAfRe | @b IR fecew Sitwd W4l OfF eReryfes woF By =@ Ry vt e
[, Ficam e, 77 RS 1 23 IRER THH® TNCed JICH ASH o7 TACee ARG®
T OF T JOR o1 SRR

Spob JBICHT AN SCEIRT IFHCP HNLTIC] FRMCH SOIFIACS TN Gfm qeerawid
TG Te(7foTg TNHWMTT 9T R0 GeTel Soe AR | 1T ToF TG PTaSc A6
SIfCT FoTef aR¥[ 2 TR | 4TS, SO ADICE AW ST I ZEARE @, @ 7ol
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O FICE Remeea A, Fiae fof w3 961 w2 397 f[Iea FA (@Fe FCAC2H 9 9 T
(@IFRA AL AT FA ¢ 71 (The meeting is greatly indebted to the Secretary of
State for India for his declaring the partition of Bengal as a settled fact and admissible of no
amendment)| faoiTs, @3 o WEAW e @@ Fier AT AT wEor @ fof @w
PEINF TCOI TNHUAE AFL SR @ JCAPRE AVIF FCI | TR TH¥@T 8 TN
B A TS TRAR GIR PR TNewens 2lfs IeA ARigefodie, wial fRqora ool
1 (This meeting prays most earnestly that the Hon’ble Mr. Hare will bestow the same
rights and privileges upon the Namasudras as have been done upon the Muhammedans, in
as much as the Namasudras and the Muhammedans are predominating communities of
Eastern Bengal, and the latter unlike the Hindus possess a good deal of sympathy for the
Namasudras) > 9SIFs, 3¢, (q7 8 FFE Tfod TR ARWeTel 8 FIF T a3 IR
TG M S AN ¢ 2PHMM CT (10RO U TRMICHS AIerd ©Iend Afe «aR
ST SCAECA A i TRl (R Sosas SRl Ty SR HCT o e WieTe T
F¢T TE (It is simply owing to the dislike and hatred of the Brahmins, the Vaidyas and the
Kayasthas that this vast Namasudra community has remained Backward; this community
has therefore, not the least sympathy with them and their agitation, and will henceforth
work hand in hand with their Muhammedan Brethren)i>* & o 8% s@@ifaa w4 frew
frazfs ifasia @ okl TNw wifoge NEom SRR qaRER o IR ST @i
TEMRE TR A QARG AN e fem ffevors ar ~fivifers o2 @
CATEC 2 It (FIamel TR e 71| kE 93 G Ol TaiEte {2 o7 Sl I AT
1 IR O PANFR FCF FICH 14 T IR e [RFaamt e FCF AeT[
T (A FCARET SNOFS HCHOTSIC |

Yooy JBICHT AT ACGRA TIHT (F9IW TNHE SfOYE IO & AT TGl
JAHPRER Wik FC @I =116 e @RI Iex 93 RS aviq SRfRee| TR bigce
PTETNFTE T FFFCF AINCS 4 T SCIRCT T034w (93| Jb+ e « T qae e
ORIl I | ST Si°7e ‘Divide and Rule Policy’ -(& AR S (O Ty G =
s509q ABICHT (FFA WA 26 FCARE ‘Proportional Representation of Communities in
Public Employment Act’ A1 5RSRT fae wifesmices afsRfigyes =iz «3 e smf+fFre
o7y TWm F[EoE TR TrHAifve 2@fRe T bIpf wees JeAo | =Hredd foee aay
@ MRS fifFe 399, RN TRERFEIEE bER (IEREE dvoq JBICH | 97 ~ICHF =
IR Svob JBICH FuW RN e (@ASH MIGTHE YR Tl Sl AT T it
SR crfReEw )™

Ssob QBICH TCACET TOIRCA TN ToTE T @3 f{@lG Tewem sqfos zaafee «3
SCHACH TNW (TGI7 (T NS Fale 2R FCARCT ©OfF NC oy @it aiey &y T9e4w
AR 199 G2 “evals AW fNew @SB ‘Union Committee’ 19w | T T I REARA (F, U 78
ffS (ot Affer ST Fior F963 @ THEeTE AT e SgPe 2@ oo @3
FeorseTa T3 fFdiced &y 2fefs araria F1z @i IRfowR b TS 2@« 93 BIe AT
wiftrg e F9¢3 o AfNfog afefafzmr am wfufes swonar @2 e wiftg o= S5 er T
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fcoal @F S oW Wity A e SIRE (@ NS e "W ‘Union Committee’- W1
SR TR 41T 1 ZCA(R M2 S bl @Riele oIk Afefs ®a-fRamfe (it e fo wrere
‘Union Committee’ W IR AFAMS T& AR @Iffe zaafee”® Feifoe @3 Afifed
Toifde FIEFT FCT ‘Union Committee’ NS (T A9 Swloil Aeld A% o W4y faew
ol fFbOSICaR g “fede il eTre FeafeeT

R *ISRT bR THHE THMRGE FIEAS @ Tofed Fafifre [woema TcoiR)
ATl I ior [y AIRAMIea S TP FICR (Co[C6* Mitrca 3R FEfers @l tedt
FCE OIMR WA MR T G AGT@T T 0T TCofed $4 AT TRMACE FICHA
SIBICY AP AR AR[CS (ool J Twriifre FCAd fon OICE WCay M2 O MG &)
@ TR & e of Sfe s frera T ' Soofed e we ReE e weafed
*Fcr f[fen (@@ 93 ool SITVEE (FRENE TNHT TRARNGE FICIAIR. 73, I
TICHANS Q@ TS F FCARE | TCN PTTNA IS A GFIT7 TC TNNT FIFAT 4 (@0l
AT *fE et T Wi FCERe FEICHR IO, o1 ¢ Flamecad [y e SEwems
CIH JfR9E (CF I AR @, TN@ 8 PNl TPl 77 QT WA NCHR SRMAes e,
A T oA FACe ACF | Trraed N Fhmecan REriaicE Rt w6 vl Searey|
egfae sRMesa REalcrs Twm AP QRmIc SeNbicd Wfeg RCA Smicad 93
FAGAICT ATTOICT 2RI FCAMRET (T TP IAATOIC Of FfHCAE ©ICF (*1F IS JbICT I
1> g offert o2 Trefite FIFOE @ICATOIEE ¥ FACe AT [ IR ool ey 9o
ToifFe 20T SIME TUCA BUlS xCoe SCTWEEREl el zeel A1 [ FRemE AR
fEFIFeTesl She Waw 20T TMICIT FACRIAT STOIBICET dl g7 FICo A1) ZCARET | 8y Si2 77,
GREME 8 RES PR IICRS ACAEANFAE RIS Ffwe@ ¢ cliverces Tu5w ¢
PTTIA FICH OCFT FAHC 2ifosre gafes ™

S0 JBICHA NCA-CHT AHF B PATIOE & 7 7163 Tweiq widr alley 8T 7t
ACH TAHT (978 FIARET 7 FCH S FE6S TGelq W ST FCARCAT ToITid & | 93
T O TICAS TR FCR @ KA T8 SR Qe (GAMRee™ ©f 76, Ot €613 SAbIR-
T AT QAT 2A-ATR FFEACrEs. A 8 7Y TemiEE @W aifed W eitid
AMOT APEEES (| BIR AT FICZ O[T @ Iedld (F, FFE T O AT
TWICH R O-AES PTANFCAA TCOIR AGANOT S W T 1S5S JBICHd AT
AfSCIMCT DeIeT AN SR Wby wwre wifon Wigacna e w1 =& F04w Fiew| oo
e e TRET AR GZOIR 2D e TR Sodd JBCw| T8 AxFET sfffore o/ *ew
A [ dd2 ABICT FHm efofikg™ =25 =% ¢ FENRCICAT 7 ArFlR Fea [few ovea
SRS Tfoge AIend TRMISTE Ao TRITefe an< ¢ TR ACTT ey @ifvey 9o
RS o 2T goot eafeee 1™ @ IR (dpdR) IR 1B (ot aifsfifyona ey sifde
2% ‘The Bengal Namasudra Association’ WITY 36 JRHIFIET Tl @3 oG
SN 4N T fow IR Tem wgire aAmelw sere wifege peifee R TS oFl
AFFOICI SNCHEAC FTT 208 #I1Cq| @3 T @HE ety feel 2&aera TeiR @@t @2
COTIRT ‘@Gl 2T, RIS &, ‘iR Al ‘qFesil Trom ary’ Zepifr [iew T oy Soofe
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e Tem AN TNewerR STl Rl wifoxdml Jawaa Scwess qiw Aw sere
Gifox NEeTa AP STl e 2eafe|

sod¢ JBICH FFTRRA Nfecda FeHRicg All Bengal Namasudra Association’ SICH @%56
T Ao aifele zaafee| T AETR THHEE T e oo «3 AT BT
G TNdIC [ #Affgfoce All Bengal Namasudra Association’ RICTRAIY NGCH
90y o e e SN (FOIEHETR 6t YT T ACeRe | 58 weod Tl =148 «3
AHINZ AR W AACT GFH@ Grorw aAfeve fores afefifng seafee Twsm e
FETHR T 9T TS @S Ao Rl seafeet | P @y @ A e
TR fRvAre A8 ET=M Feo | ANCIAR I67 Safe 2R T (9ICwd FCI| 9
ACH CIXE ICATG foTedcd, “The Namasudra response was also in the same tune. As
the nationalists demanded self-government, the educated members o this caste apprehended
that it more privileged was transferred, it would only monopolized by the more privileged
upper castes |””” TUH@ @I oo AHAGT ARG TSR @EFCER [Famaa= s
ST AR AN NCHIEC o | ST (@ NCHIEC AT G TG A=W |
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community. The Colonial Government, in response to such petitions, also generously
offered numerous benefits and earned the Namasudra’s gratitude.” ¢S ICVIIATLIT,
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