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In Buddhist Epistemology valid knowledge is usually termed as the knowledge that is in
harmony with its object. As argued by the Buddhist Philosophers, there are two kinds of valid
knowledge—perception and inference. The knowledge derived from perception is direct and
immediate knowledge of the object. Dharmakirti viewed perception as a non-erroneous
presentation devoid of all determinations or conceptual construction. It is the immediate
apprehension of an object in its uniqueness, unassociated with names and other
determinations. Santarakshit agrees with Dharmakirti in this regard. Dignaga, however, held
an altogether different view about perception. Nevertheless, these three Buddhists
philosophers agree that only indeterminate perception is valid perception, since it
apprehends the uniqueness of an object devoid of all qualifications. In the light of the
arguments put forward by these Buddhist Philosophers, the present paper aims at finding out
the influence of valid knowledge in Buddhist Epistemology.
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