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Anandavardhana Points out in his Dhavanyaloka that there are three (mainly three)
opponent theories against Dhvani or Byanjana. According to these three opponent theories
Dhvani has not any special role in kavya (poetry). They have tried to reduce Dhavani or
Byanjana into Guna or Alankara. But Anandvardhana does not agree with them. He claims
that Dhvani is the soul of kavya, it exceeds all limits of decorum. According to him Dhvani
enhances the asthetic pleasure of kavya. In the article entitled “Acharya Anandavardaner
Drishtite Dhvani o Dhvani Birodhi mot: Ekti Samiksha”, I have discussed elaborately the
nature of Dhvani and have tried to show how Anandavardhana established the necessity of
Dhani. Maintaining the three opponent theories of Dhvani | have tried to show
Anandavardhans position against those theories, and have critically analyzed the matter in
detail.
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Sol| Dhvanyaloka, Anandavardhana (Uddyota I): Edited by Bishnupada Bhattacharjya,
Firma KLM Private Limited, Calcutta, 1981.
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