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Jhumpa Lahiri is not a Bengali writer. After the grand success of the ‘Pulitzer Prize’ —
Wining short story collection ‘Interpreter of Maladies’ she wrote her first novel ‘The
Namesake’ (2003) in English from America. ‘The Namesake’ was published in Bengali
under the title ‘Samanami’. Ashima Bhaduri (Ganguli), the main character of the novel was
born in Uttar-Kolkata; at the age of nineteen she got married with an NRI student named
Ashoke Ganguli of ‘Massachusetts Institutes of Technology’. Ashima emigrates to the
United States to from a new life. They spent couple of years in Boston. After two years, the
Gangulis have moved from Harvard Square to a university town, which was on the outside of
Boston. After two years in university housing Ashima and Ashoke decided to buy a home on
Pemberton Road and there were no Bengali neighbors. New to America, Ashima could not
adjust with the attitude towards life of the American people and culture. Every day, year after
years she struggles through the language and different cultural barriers and feels a terrible
anguish of alienation. This alienation of being a foreigner is compared to ‘a sort of life long
pregnancy’. After sudden death of her husband Ashima feels deep loneliness. Her son Gogol
is living in a tiny apartment in New York, working as an architect. Within a year of dating,
Gogol and Moushumi get married in New Jersey. But, Moushumi has an affair, so they
decided to get divorce within a year. Gogol’s sister Sonia and her boy-friend Ben are going
to be married and they will form a new life separately. Ashimia decided to spend six months
at a time in Kolkata with her brother’s family and six months in the United States with her
children and friends. In this paper a discussion in made on the tragedy of Ashima which is
emanating from root and rootlessness.

Keywords: Emigrates, Language and Cultural barriers, Alienation, Rootlessness, and
Nostalgic.
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