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Abstract

In Tantra, worship of Devi-Shakti is referred to as a ‘Vidya'. These ten images of ‘Sati’ are
known as Dasha-Mahavidya. The Dasha-Mahavidyas are wisdom Goddesses, aspects of
Devi Parvati, who represents a spectrum of feminine divinity, from terrible goddesses at
one end to the gentle at the other. This Dasha-Mahavidya is generally familiar as feminine
divinity cult, but also exposes the images of ‘Subhankari’ and ‘Bhayankari’. The ten figures
of Dash-Mahavidya are: Kali, Tara, Shodoshi, Bhuveneshvari, Bhairavi, Chhinnamasta,
Dhumabati, Bagalamukhi, Matangi, Kamala. These Mahavidyas as mythological figures
are seen in the terracotta temples of Bengal. Many patterns of images of women are seen on
terracotta plaques, from which we get the concept of women power (Nari-Shakti) in
spiritual life of Bengal. Moreover, the concept of Nari-shakti has an impact on general
women in our society and culture. Our interest is to find out the iconography of ‘Dasha-
Mahavidya " motif in the terracotta temples of Bengal.

Keywords: Dasha-Mahavidya, Mythology, Terracotta, Temple, Motif, Iconography,
Plaque
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