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Abstract:

women in India were deprived for education privileges for centuries, but there were always
some expectations to this general condition.It is difficult to determine the exact extent of
education imparted to women during the early Vedic period in India.Uponayana ritual was
obligatory for girls,and this must have ensured the imparting of a certain amount of Vedic
and literary education to the girls of all classes.But female education received a great set-
back during later vedic period primarily owing to the deterioration of religious status of
women.During the Medieval peroid women education was constrained because Muslim men
were also subjected to low educational attainment in general. The reawakening of India
was started with the efforts of Ram Mohan Roy.Afterthat Iswarchandra vidyasagar also
took a leading role in that field.At the outset Christian missionary had started English
education in India. Systematic female education was started in India with the efforts of
Baptist Mission Society in 1819.Vidyasagar was also a fully supporter of female education
by improving the condition of Indian .He took an important role to spead education among
women with the help of Sir J.E.Drinkwater Bethune .He established 35 female schools with
an average total attendance of 1300 girls in four districts.Besides,Vidyasagar was
appointed as Honorary Secretary of Bethune School Committee for the progress of this
school.Miss Mary Carpenter also helped vidyasagar to spread education among women in
India. After Independence of India, government has taken various measures to provide
education to women. As a result, women's litracy rate has grown over the three decades
and the growth of female literacy has infact been higher than that of male literacy rate.
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