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Abstract

Shakta Padavali was the offshoot of the Bengali Bhakti Movement. Ramprasad Sen (1718-
1775) was considered to be the first poet — devout of this poetic tradition. Immediately after
Ramprasad the poet who expanded the tradition was none other than Kamalakanta
Bhattacharyya (1769-1821), another poet-devout. Jointly they composed more than
thousands songs. The style, from diction and thematic variety of the Shakta Songs (Shakta
Padas) took shape and maturity in their hands. In terms of age and talent Ramprasad was
undoubtedly superior to his successor, Kamalakanta. Accepting this superiority,
Kamalakanta unquestionably considered himself to be the disciple of Ramprasad.
Kamalakanta decorated the Shakta Song with artistic workmanship which was originally
built by Ramprasad. Agamani, Vijaya, Bhakter Akuti etc. were the creations of Ramprasad
in this Padavali tradition and Kamalakanta expanded it. In their creations despite having
some similarities, striking dissimilarities did not go un-noticed. Here Ramprasad was self-
absorbed and often lost in self-possession while creating a Pada (song), Kamalakanta was,
at best, self-consciously an artist by his own right. Ramprasad was simple, somewhat
straight and unostentatious in his presentation; on the other hand Kamalakanta was erudite
and poet-laureate like or rather, like a Court-Poet. The dissimilarities as found Chandidas
and Vidyapati in the Vaisnav poetic tradition are to be found in these to poet-devotees. The
purpose of this article is to make a comparative analysis of these two great poets of the
Shakta tradition.
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