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Abstract:

Padartha literally means the meaning of a word. It is an object of knowledge, and capable
of being named. It is knowable (jfieya) and nameable (abhidheya). It is an object of valid
knowledge. According to the Nydya-Vaisesika, samanya paddrtha is one of the seven
Padarthas. Kanada says, “samanya and visesa depend upon the intellect to indicate their
existence.” They are not conceptual constructs. They have ontological existence.
Prasastapada describes samanya as the cause of assimilation. It is the objective basis Of
the notion of common characters among many individuals. In respect of their scope or
extent, samanya may be distinguished into para or the highest and all-pervading, apara or
the lowest, and the parapara or the intermediate ‘Being-hood’ (satta) is the highest
samanya, since all other samanyas come under it. Jarness (gharatva) as the samanya
present in all jars is apara or the lowest, since it has the most limited or the narrowest
extent. Dravyatva as another samanya is parapara or intermediate between the highest and
the lowest. It is para or wider in relation to substances (Dravya) like earth, water, etc. and
apara or narrower in relation to the samanya satta which belongs to dravya, Gura and
karma.

Keywords: Definition of Samanya, Nature of Samanya, Kinds of Samanya,
Jativadhaka, Satta jati refutation, Gunpattva jati refutation, Disagreement on
Samanya.
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