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Abstract:

According to the Prasthanatraya, the only cause of this universe(Jagat) is Brahman; Brahman is
both the material cause and efficient cause of the universe. The two main doctrines of Vedanta
philosophy about the creation of the world are Parinamavada and Vivartavada. The term
‘Parinama’ means transformation. In this theory, Brahman transforms itself into the world and the
effect of his inexplicable power remains unchanged. Ramanuja and all the other Bhakti school have
accepted Parinamavada, but Acarya Sarkara doesn’t accept that. He thinks that Brahman can’t be
considered immutable if Parinamavada is accepted; since Brahman is immutable, this doctrine
cannot be accepted. He acknowledged Vivartavada, here ‘vivarta’ means modification. Just as there
is an illusion of a snake in the rope similarly, there is an illusion of the world in Brahman. Hence
the world isn’t actually created. Acarya Sri Jiba Gésvamihas tried to show through various
arguments that the Vivartavada is unscriptural. We will mainly try to understand here that did
Brahman actually became the world or this world is the ‘vivarta’ of Brahman? In this article, we
will give a brief analysis of Vivartavada, in the light of the argument raised by Sr7 Jiba Gosvam.
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