Pratidhwani the Echo

A Peer-Reviewed International Journal of Humanities & Social Science
ISSN: 2278-5264 (Online) 2321-9319 (Print)

Impact Factor: 6.28 (Index Copernicus International)

Volume-IX, Issue-1V, July 2021, Page N0.156-163

Published by Dept. of Bengali, Karimganj College, Karimganj, Assam, India
Website: http://www.thecho.in

TR o WIS ALHT @ IR AN AfSfew:
2o Rt R =iz

Aete oA
G, 17T 9T, 20T [For, Ferrel KR, AT, oo
Abstract:

The most fascinating aspect of nineteenth century Bengal was its social cum legal reforms
and its impact was most felt in the lives of Bengali women. Though it was unfortunate that
neither the British administrators nor the Indian reformers felt the necessity to seek the view
of Bengali women in this regard. But that does not mean that all of them were totally
ignorant of such socio-legal reforms. Hindu Widow Remarriage Act of 1856 was one of
those pathbreaking socio-legal reforms. Many Bengali women of that time responded to the
above mentioned law in their own way. Most of these women were very ordinary, semi-
educated or uneducated. They did or thought to do something that many educated women of
contemporary aristocratic families did not dare to say or do. In this essay an initiative has
been taken to pay attention to the activities of those unknown but brave women. Though all
of the contemporary women were unaware or unwilling to adopt the new legislation,
sometimes fear of obloquy and sometimes superstitious mind played a big role in this case.
Therefore, both types of mentality has been included in this discussion through which it will
be possible to get a comprehensive idea of the views of women of the Act XV of 1856 and its
implementation.

Key words: Hindu Widow Remarriage Act, Bengali women, Women’s views, Nineteenth
Century.
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“The body was on the floor with a bundle of dirty clothes under her head and a small piece
of cloth under her waist; otherwise the deceased was quite nude. These clothes were all

stained with blood. There was nothing in the house to show that deceased had any attention
paid to her. There was neither food, water or an ordinary country lamp . In fact the wonder
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is how the corpse escaped the ravaging attack of jackals...The body was discovered on the
25M Oct. when it was pretty well advance in decomposition.””
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it was only recently decided by the High Court that a Hindu widow has a legal right to a
share in the property of her deceased husband even if she be leading an unchaste life. This
poor woman was literally hunted from house to house even from the ancestral dwelling of
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SCA AT HCFE ©f TePHAC TH Al | O (FC TN FGCe NZAT HC (AT ©f
IICH ANCe T IERCE, A (FO WY AS 4TS GCAS FAT 8 (e SACF
SO FACO | AR AGAICRA I FROICIE A 212 RRETCI (Je” HeafRes =) ofenw
@ Afgefer sy R A oford fsicm Sz gl dgees ARk @@ e [gdios
ICR2 e weRAT| 3R AFCEE AT TAET WO A (I3 TAIGE AN A
@Aer R4 Give 4Ts M, ©fF 2Rer S8 ¢ SiF AT Sftid GIRE (@G
TR RS @A M)

afres FAICEs AF MR (@ [T QIR AIFCEF T GBI (T W Few
o famdfae T feemal | Rmytsics S [l FRTRAr (rdre 799 [ReQiors 1eee e
R RQIcees SR -1 AP FCARETH O O FRFAAT [yaiend wafe R
SPTCIICER T T RIGCaTee | Tqwel M RAeed fFgaie @2 o Fi9 Ty =6
T TS AACT GAFIANCT g T RS @R AT IR AT 2OIF AR FACAS
G (TCIT (TG G I ICARE, “(OIF OIS TCACH | /58 IR «if% ZfeT, v
TR FC2 T (Sl Y3 ERIMA AT @CICR| P 2RI ICI @2 SRS, Rl Tgare!
IS Ao F6 A e qifrece “wib IeE” meam SvF TR ™
2ITS TCH A LTS TS WA AT @M 58 SIera e 4@t FOIE @ FOR
TS AT I SRS AT S (I 5eICS A1<T FCA, qTHCT AMfeTP! IO A TCH2
feg sTices o T qobl Sigeid WovR foew IR (qedfes (@ orefercs Seerw A
SR FAE FA G ORCOZ A | (TNF ORCS AT ACT Q9 I-F AT [T
26 WAVITAS | (NCB 7 Fo7R BIed (Al N YR A7 9T WA IO &7 FAIF 7 (AP
(T FON (4 QI ol o IR ERICT R MeFICT T S (qeqd 7,
OIS JHER DA (ST A ICe OfF Fidlcalfe- “Reqa Ao Feaa” | Fve e
T N QST J3¥ ¢ SIS Ao NCH FICOH SWARFAE No [REIRT Flel ©fF Ao,
“SifY @ 4@ fzs 9319 3 1 NG Swce WCR?”, “ReQET oo Clemie Toq e 737,
“Frcs [P ANy (4ce =77, “al & ool S sews «ff) e5a A oFeers |

Volume- IX, Issue-1V July 2021 161



GG *CIFIT WZAN FFIT G TR TN SN &7 [N [T 2T N NG
¢ HCY IO SO SFIGIE F(F @12 ACA Aoy {60, SR o S S &
fted @ ©eF WwE” RRIE (AT @R, 7Co (3, (AT @3- q&o Jferg fea
WA o G @ Ryaime afe Jeesa Ml G Awifes gae e
fAcar 41 13, oF [(&ca o4 FA9 20R S AT FEAW FAE drdo AT 9F
faxarg et AfeIfor FANe @ AOTCT TG TS | (74T AT 2} TSRFR G2 e
R TR AT QT (34T QIRCTR AN TSI WACS ©fF Forel-rol SToye Frereror
o feeTe efe o™ gt edmAicee Ot e el Jaf| SMees “IfHRICT 9 Jiewe
QAT ACO3 O 2T @A TICT (3T TCEF T 25946 FC0 AFCE, AT T Hrew
ACGS ST G (VR A (FUCIIF AF FC [ OICF &l MCS AT | ¢ qvA
e FAFCT AT UF To 7@ FOH o FCA 1> qCwE 1B [ A [Fg o e et
Tror RAaIbRCe!e T T A o1 O LA (1R (GBI (T FICA FCA| ©f fover Gy a1
S FBICH F2AT (9T (T HIRCH (6T FACOR *I17® (58 Frel-wrera Men ol «7w farw @
TP BT 0 ©f FACe WRA WA 7 IF o0 ROTE ofF TeieTa et 3fer firee
AR |

T4 KR 2T 02 (74T TR (T AL FCE I T3 [[FLAA GG 2MOABF
ARGIOT A O Sbrbre ACET Il @EAT T© ToA SASCHH VIR eS| CTewea
THCE (A GF2 A A IV IHCRRECTT O 77, ©CF “[@hoe foxel 8 @rile
IR GG SR ACACHT 2TPTCE AT ICT AT 9F6 4@l F2= 777 [@R
TACR ©I8 AR Bfep*! *[SI AR TACS- A THEANRS Frgeifes TICe ZHCo! STk
035 37 feeTeae he z@fee) geifte 2e adem [T aNar Swieced akg 20%,
GBIZ A1 FW eFgd TR iR Wbl 5% @ e oy 93 SIRA AHICET 20T 926 2R
2 2loRICT e oftre Tolwe AReR @ ey oyl Ao A1 orel @i AwE A
facere w13 gffre 2eAR 7 fFg e IR AR (@ @B wigAl e fFewmms Heew
fAce T @ T SR AQCR B8 FEMRETT ©f AT FAG[WCT Ire 7He
fA4Z (@ 9T D2 2RPTCE (VG TS ATEAW ©le TRFE T §AY (72|

SYE:

S| EM O, JECT AR, SV A&, THEAIF, @uaR AL |

Q1 ACAITET G, FIET, 522D T3, O A

© [ QGCF (TG 8 TBIF AGZ, b2 N, 5399 I, SHFAIE, 8 A

8| VR, MW OIFd, 3T FCOHA, Sbr@y e, Sb AT, KT (@7 (37711, 8 7F.),
TANRFCET IR TG>T Sr8o-350¢ (TOIF ¥8) (Fehrelz IFel, Svbo),
7.089|

@1 General Department, Miscellaneous Branch, Proc. No. 81, 24" March, 1859, West
Bengal State Archives.

Volume- IX, Issue-1V July 2021 162



GG *CIFIT WZAN FFIT G TR TN SN &7 [N [T 2T N NG

Y| CAT® 7@, TR ©IF, J9CT B, Sbrey A, €q T, ASEF TR 0, .8b0-
8b8|

q| ST e AT, R 0@, SR8 AN, JTHGIN, 0T I, b FA |

b | TR, T2 T2, ST W=, 5290 FME, 835 I

51 @l AR, AAM 2oIF7, S3T 5P, S AE, [Ra¥ @F (|, 8 71,
TTRIFACT T TG Sb8o-3vo¢ (59 48) (IFFOI3 ATSA, Sdvo)
5.qY5-990|

o | AN “AfGT, ST, SISO T, OF S, ¢b AT

351 NS ICVINGIN, Sore 977 SAfca @ IRaT 70T TF© (FAFOl3
RS, 2058) 7.evl

Q| AN G, ST, 3299 93, UF O, bro T

9| Judicial Dept., Judicial Br., File No0.343, Proc. Nos.B.334-335/ January,1886,
West Bengal State Archives.

381 @]

S| FEIN We, /AeeF I (TN J, So5e), 7.2

S| &, .50

591 @, 7.30-33 |

Sorl @, 7R

351 @&, 71,29

Volume- IX, Issue-1V July 2021 163



