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Abstract:

In this paper, | have tried to explain the views of Wittgenstein about the world and reality.
Wittgenstein was a great analytic philosopher as well as linguistic philosopher. He, like
other analytic philosophers, thinks that the function of language is to explain the world.
According to him, the main cause of arising the philosophical problems is
misunderstanding of language. For this reason, in the book of Tractatus-logico-
philosophicus, Wittgenstein says that, to understand the language properly it is necessary to
analyze the nature of both world and language. To explain the nature of the world, he says
that, the world is totality of facts, not of things. According to him, a fact is the existence of
states of affairs or atomic fact. So, the world is the totality of existing atomic facts.
However, Wittgenstein says that, atomic fact or states of affairs are two types: existing
atomic fact and non-existing atomic fact. The reality is formed by these two types of atomic
fact. So, the world is different from the reality. In this connection, | have tried to explain the
relation between world and reality, as followed by the Wittgenstein’s interpreters.
Keywords: Early Wittgenstein, Actual world, Possible world, Reality, Fact, Atomic
fact or states of affairs, objects, existing atomic fact, non-existing atomic fact, whole of
reality.
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T TACed (G FRCAICS ABFOIT TR I ARG | Tolced (@AfGs AT
AFFSICI ST FAI T SNCOF T Reaaet a1 |

B® (The World): fS5taT 512 3fb® Tractatus 230 8F QR &6 TFe SACABAR
gy TG, T 11 REACR— “T+® =& (12 11 (g Al o8 =CACR” (The world is all that is
the case)l' QTG fOBCIHIET Al g FCACR® (that is the case) IFTCS [IARCE (fact)
IRIcCeT| O fofd ©iF Tractatus &Cg “HRS! 3[Ca ICCRA “TTS =& FHAICHA A(E, e
J¥I ANB T¥” (The world is the totality of facts, not of things)|? fObCINCSE WCo
NI ECIEIE] ?TW TAMIG (unit of description) 251 59 (proposition), JF TKFCT
SR TecE I T O WCO TI A SR FIRCH T4 ey wovecd 3641 T
(BB I, OXF AFOCHF AN AN F O IBCIR TG SICe FIRCE 9071 FH1 ©IF
i T2 ICAT (@ T1® 2o AR TN, T4 ol WBIT @RITCS BIF (T AARS T ToCoT
TS TAMIT AT @FF, o g 71 iR @ore FICa =Iel o= fFga 72 2ce A
I

I ST 4R [ (@ SerS =6 987 AN (totality of things) SIREH &S FFCH SN (&
I 77 ©f T IF 2GR | 94T AN SC 2 (@ A I (adequate description)
JECS I @RIT? G0 I wme IAE 7@ 799 I @ 3§ A1 IfE THw 7eq T0R
(PG (TR TF 91 TS AFCH LTI I ) (S I8 A1 (S THCH T | (@TNF- “WF A
BRI &A1 (man is a rational animal)- «f5 2 Tgcad T 3961 TR RoEAE 2idr
G s (FIEAG VGCIF CFCI2 AT, S (@I 2AF (FCa AT 7| GF3SCT Sl
T TCed I (F O (12 I (FIeG TCSd (Feas. AT 2, T e
wed I 7| TS FOBCITHIZER TGO Tols M2 AFIE- VI &l (actual world) G
TIT &o1e (possible world) | ©CI ffF ©fF Tractatus A3 SFPCO TIF ICACRA (T TS e
AR TP O fofd “@ore’ (the world) I=TCe B TfocE IR, AV SToCH
| SRR QI VT Goiced I IAFT F2A 9T TR | Q¥ ST IM VT Gorocs I8
TN FCo I FfR, ©IRCT AVT TS TAReF I I 7@ A IR T 3 A
TGO (PG (ANF  CASY BCA (SN B GUACSA  C(FCAS  ACACH  BCA| (@Al
fEBCATHIRCTT TCO AV TS W2 ABRT TS Q2 469 I8 e e 58 87 e
AR TYIY TS O3 {FCTT AN e Afde 731 A Tore g A e wifds,
58 W Tore N [ Wew oifSe) oA 3§ T2 Feot A1 369 ST T I_I
Troeed T I (e Tl IR 79|

L Wittgenstein, Tractatus-Logico-Philosophicus. Trans. by Pears & McGuinnes, 1
2 Ibid, 1.1
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9% e SN & 71519 B The Philosophy of Wittgenstein &Cg a9 9=° Teey
Ay [Felca fOBCITHIE Sl “Trfe 2e1 2R B, IFF AL 77~ T J6410 I
ce ©f Seae 0o ~ifF| PR JceTced Sl F492 I8 TNE el 90 967 3018
e frce #ifs 7N fofv I @I Tfe I s 9w Jog Wizs eae, G,
AR, CUE o5 IAPRIRE, O3 JICT SFE, TRHF NG 9409 69 @STF B3
I, OizeE (13 3996 7AE I 2@ W @ aoFen ISt @b T A Igelew
Sifers o Fea, @ {ow wibe @ 3 o @I oW @IeT 9639 AFCHS 2T
T T @ e awe [ew 9afbg e 7d 396w Iea aze 1 @ ) 58 @ afe af
I g AT 77efe [Forea [Rars sicg i 3gefe (@3 ot TufTe wieg O S@ed
YT T4 0T (A7, OIRCeT TA0F I I ICH 9467 G| THRFTFRS TABCO ST
AT 9F GTR SR, OF AT AFH Gl SR, SR Foefer (4e=] IR Tm—
OZTOII TAHT I T49 T4 T ©4F I/ SIfeTsh! 2T T 7 I, AR Sifera! awet
341 2| LR FIACER Sifersia Moy gabg 7> ol Id 3671 (redl 7ed| Seleicd
AR SIfeTFIF TGN BT Toced TN I e AR I8 SIfeTFI ATy 77|

TACEE DN fofece I60 I @ WM VI Sorecd (AT “Afcaoe 36 34
SRE (12 IMET e AE 99w (unique) @32 TN (adequate) IFT 2GS
fSBCITTIRCTR TCS AN AABACH BT TOCH TG Tl (AT AT IFCA|

AR (Fact), SRS AT (Atomic fact or States of affairs): fSECITHIRET TS ToICed
AR @I FIARE 2o 47 @fF (highly complex) @32 43 @IfE iefRef oF &
T I (less complex) NG e ofow)| W3sica @IfT n=iefs T FHered
Al e Sifde =01 @3 19 2IF% 9N T FeTeN FIAF ANSTN TF, TGS S &+ (I
AT [T 1 T 1, SICF2 &0 =7 SIS 712017 (atomic fact) | @2 SRS Froaefe
2 AHE | O NORSE FIARCE T 6019 o 92 T (F TOICO o) (I FeToq [ (73]
SRS I AT IR WS (@ Ol WA ROTE 9w 58 el [ 2l @ weiee
@ FFeTeN fEw Witz ©f T ¥ (objects)- T frew ol wpenmefd aAfde =
fEBTTHIRETT 0o IBLfT *~RPF ATIET AN NS 26 TefE AR 70 F¢T (A
states of affairs is combination of objects)1* fsf¥ ICaT S el 72 gaeTe, I<0-
SfEYI™IN Sefqd A (existing atomic fact or state of affairs) @32 SRFGITI Sl
AR (non-existent atomic fact or state of affairs)| QFT I E SelfqF AT 2o
TBefeTq BT T (actual combination)| RS SFGAE S AT 2@ IGefe
TRIRY AN A S[ ANIW (possible or non-existent combination)| T4 fSBCATHIRT
ICTH (T “GT© BT FIACIT (L, IHF AN T 0 fofF oA (fact) IeCe AFOATT

3G Pitcher, The Philosophy of Wittgenstein, pp. 19-20

4L Wittgenstein, Tractatus-Logico-Philosophicus. Trans. by Pears & McGuinnes, 2.01
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SfPGIIH AR IR | FIA ©fF T A T ©i2 Al SAGIIH SIS IT={F—
‘A fact is the existence of states of affairs’1° SR O T¢o WFH @HF oA SBgoTIH
Sefed AEelE AN A Sfey) g% FEed o e (@ TS T AT
eI AACIF B (The totality of existing states of affairs is the world)1® =< I=BT
TS SEGITE S FFI2ITCI (B RISl o 728 77|

W& (Reality): OOCIw 513 JFe ¥ @R IERSE FAGTT AR (@FIANEG S0
FOCACHE. T FCEF 7, T A o G2 @l 92 THNCSH G TS THH'S
R FCEC | AN T (@ G AN WS FAR oS = e 89 TNEw
(combination of objects) Y2 ICTA NS BCS - (FICAT TN JRBIMAS 2CS A, AR
(I AT IBAINS 1S 20O A | S I T (T (FICAT TREGor=Iy 13 (@I
SREGITIN 7| A3 2TCE OB ©fF Tractatus &Cg ICeTc="— “We call the existence
of states of affairs (atomic fact) is positive fact and their non-existence a negative fact” 1’
IR O VT SBLIAE SCARE AR ZoT IMLF AI2F QIR SHEGITIE NIF 1o(17 =eT
JedS [HAE @IF- IM “FHrE =7 Megha per- v 3 afegaa s
[N T, OIRET AT T Nolgea e 26 G ABeIA WeFs =i 7oy
CNfeTd IBCIR (true elementary proposition) CT TmdE SfqE AR o e ar
TogIfre 2| S el 1R 7oy Glifers I5CIa SFI1ed (negation) &R e 2
I TS 2| O GF FRdF FHRCE TS JHCRT Aol FARRC TP I =
| SR FedS IR 2RFOICI U3 IV TICS FICAT AWy @21 T iRl g
MY Sl TR WG| 9T TG SelfiF AR 932 STRFIIx =ielfqs =i e
o =7 el fSBeTHIZT Ta[ FX 2ACH Tractatus &Y JCTCRI— “The existence and
non-existence of states of affairs is reality”1® SI€ie ©fF NC® TG (reality) T BRI @
SNREGAS WAfREF AT AN | Seied 6! T @ TLF FAF € FdF Fofeaa TN
25T G|

TS \@ &I 9T (The relation between World and Reality): Tractatus &¢g fOBC= 513+
T AT I Il 9@ (IQCE N M Gole ¢ TeR FCE OfF I8 AT FCICRA, (T8
T MCyy SN G 9 A 9@ (R.08, 2.0Y) B HEwe:

>) T o NRPgHTe SelfF AT TNE (The totality of existing states of affairs is the
world) |

Q) TGl T NRIGHE IR AR SeIfGF ITCIF T8 (The existence and non-

® Ibid, 2

® 1bid, 2.04

" Ibid, 2.06(2)

8 Ibid, 2.06
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existence of states of affairs is reality) |

TolCare MG I64 1 3@ (ACH G5 B (A ACR (F— WA LS [ioafe
TICOT WCHJ TIWS| TR oIS (FeT AT AI2NCIT AN N0®| SIUACE TGIF TCHy
SIFAE O TLF I IR SARFGAS O T T To2 @@ | ol I AR
@, TGl TOCOF (AT AT | IR 916 8 @l AAGAF 7| AW KT W & = ‘P’ IR @l
= ‘Q’ OIRCT OIMT IAFFO! T €377~ “P # Q7| T8 fOOCTH12T T« I @— ‘The
sum-total of reality is the world’|® SR “TIe T HeF AAB?, ©UF2 OOCITHIRE
JRIFRACT T (FC (6 TG FEF @, TS 8 @ F9CE Tractatus a3
fOBCITBIRCAS TSefeT RrIea T AEMod 77| ©ftnd TCo ToI® 7+ e (- 9
A6 (ACF 1R [37e 2 @, Tole LT 8 TedT AT T4 1fI® G2 Torw @ 7@t =&
A (ST = GN) | T .08 € .0Y I b (AT TH T (T T ¢ W@l FAGF
| AR T© 8 TGl FCEF OOCAITHIRCAT ISCHI N SRS IQRCR| FHTMCE IR
@ (@ FIRIFIF TG FC (@ Tractatus A8 ARG AF7efed T4 @I Som™s @13
@ fEOCITIRET GG AT T& B T IEF (@, TS 8 TG A9 CH
fEBC T BIRCTa ISR WCxy SPTesifs e fof ICam W3 SireiTs spretfs a0 a9 &) (&I
e A Al T SATeA T 1 O B

“The sum total of reality is world’— which implies that the world, too, consists of positive

and negative facts. Something is wrong somewhere. | can think of no wholly convincing

explanation for this apparent inconsistency”.10

RSP, O PR IR @, @ ey THAE oo Spiie g9 S99 (b8l
FCRCA| (& e ICeW ST AW Tractatus T8 SC@R® qiG I67CF (3.5¢ 93 R.0€)
AfSFOIC I SIRCT TR TorS '@ @I NCT (T SP7ifs A 27 ©f 47 231 Tractatus
&g TeEie (78 b 75 2
>) AT T =R FCT @0 o1 AT @G 61 77 (For the totality of facts

determines what is the case and also whatever is not the case) I**
2) SR SAfF AR AN R I @ @ @ SelfF G- SAfg=iet a7

(The totality of existing states of affairs also determines which states of affairs does not

exist) 12

& 96 60T TR e @© ¢ TS Ve TS SPT5Hhe ANLICT (BB FCACRA |
O WCo Nl I AAS THLF AT COICT W OIRCHA GF3ACH J<6dF AR S (IeT

% Ibid, 2.063
i) Pitcher, The Philosophy of Wittgenstein, p. 48
. Wittgenstein, Tractatus-Logico-Philosophicus. Trans. by Pears & McGuinnes, 1.12

2 1bid, 2.05
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AR | BHIRFS Tl NS I S ACF (T IATL Moigfer a6 SR oz st
aB1e INCS A (T @A —IST SRV S & (Tl fe rolerfera qoirel 7 S &=
¥ I (I I/I ACK A& ©f I Sl SACe /1 O=eT @ IEF X (T 6 9T
(2 GBS T ACF | @B oed F&T T (T MLE A 8 Tl AT ToT I ATER
A ARCRATOIE & | ©I2 AT TG FCI @, T4 fSBCTHIET 6 (@ LT [T @
TQRdF I T TGS, O O AFOATE I ey A1 ARCo=ny T=Hes
@RNCS (BECH €I AFIACT GG ¢ TGl (T FANGIA ©f @RICS G| TLF A
SREGAE WA B = WMLF PR 4+ TedF THE- @2S@ IW WdF JAF 8
FdEF FHAET T A>T ARCRATOR THE @RI T, ORCET TMeE e
TAAFRCH I T @I LT @ TedF FACIT TABRC TGS 0 FAK TCL I
SpTerT T RICATY ACE 711 [OAR TS 8 el 72 [Fg 77, IR FfHR 70|

S ST 92 SEre SpEe AR Fce PICT OIF. @&, FAfem (R.J. Fogelin)
ACICR (@, TR TG TICO FOICAT A 99y fofF qcow s = @,
fOBCATBIRC TCo TICed ACoF0 I8 =3 WolfE [ Wy wrefiRe (every
object must occur in state of affairs) | (w1, IBLfT ICF AT AL TFFIS I AARE
AT A5 FC| O AAT TR GIACE NS (1T NS IFCPE NS A | Ao
ifeE WA TGt SIma @S (by nature), 7S < (by form), €32 SreFed ¢af*3y
(internal properties) SR OTF SIACHA AT TFFIE | TR FHANS (AT IG@fe
qTF TG M TFFIE A T A | IR 3Gl Foeei@ ¥ (intrinsically
structural) | IBERT FoeeICT TAfFe 26T W T/ FAR ©F ABRT CFaefe (possible
occurrence) (ACF AT FAI A 7| ©IF IFST AT JACHA TCF TFHYS WH IB&fer
TR ey el tofd 231 W (12 SRRy AR N9 (Aefer Il 27, erefcs
e W ARG FefE @ @32 (@efe e o 9 el I @ ST
SefRE FAR O FE I @, IW ANS IGCE  ANSH T ORGE ANS  AE
[IASCTICTS 21T AT (if all objects are given, then at the same time all possible states
of affairs are also given) | STSICI JeTCeT HLNTH ABI FANFICE ANSAN (1T IG@fera wQw
ATIICHS AN | 93 T3 T ICACRA @ &9 TGIF A 74 (implicated) | I8
s(fcefrce AW TS ¢ TeE (Ul T, OIRET Yl A (@ TIICS FIICIR AT e
IR e IR FIOCNS T (AT oIS 8 TG Ny et AFW Tore 8 7@l THCH
fSBCITHIRCTR IS CHA TCHT SRATS SCR- « FT F=1 A M

S4i7% Gerard Casey fafed ¢ w9ifelqcs Sepae $¢7 IC19 Tractatus &8 Seale
2.08, .0Y €3 Y.0ve FoFG IFCIT KT (I SFFHe (@3 ol ¢ BT BIR ‘sum

13 R. J. Fogelin, Wittgenstein (2" ed.), p. 13
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total of reality’ ITCS ‘whole of reality’ (& IRICICRA| ©fF NTS &S €2 “whole of reality’-
QF T TFHCE JACO @I o I61 feBriaBizd ‘@ore’ Ie1Cs “whole of reality’-(F
JRICACH, ST T I Casey N FCAT [SHCHTHIRECTA ICO ‘whole of reality’ @R 78I
qF T MO IACT e 8 T Wy ANy e o qeem 93 wre =
ARTTSTAIST | FV O TCO (FIH OF [TOIT AN (@ ARG Selfas el socs A,
IS ANCH ©f [ T IR F O 2[ca3 oy i ansiiaefs sfegaie = widie
CfE FARLCR AEg FEA T ToaR e Ao+ Fg FRMeE ToR &=
AfRIST T | YOAR TS 8 HG 4F 7| Casey-9F WO (P 43 {ew W@ @
RGN IO TGICE (o T (T3 [RCHIT TN tofF @12 2 ‘whole of reality’ 1 e
fsfq Il RexT T TSICE “whole of reality’ ICCRA| S G2 ‘whole of reality’ ¥&
TS| AR TS 8 ‘whole of reality’ @F| ©I18 Casey WC FCA OOCATHIZCAT ‘sum total
of reality’-(F G J&TIF VLT (I A6 (72

THRTRICT 41 AW (@, FOBTITD1R «aew Redt arifae ol ol arfae fZorea orar
8 TINCST WIS 77 (I ol &ore Fifde wifas Aomeferd JTudeTa st
RN @ T O T ¢ o Tocmaz Fw [OIEd F@E| woiced TR TS
RSBl TBIRCTa Toltale SeT® AL F¢7 1 AW (¥, o woicea @ @ifes Fisen®
OC A0S (GCARE ©f BeT fomae;

RIS
1

AR )
1

e T

|

BE:]
O (A AT (T, FEOCTB13s TS AFER ARICTE FCST TH 9T FCACH Q3R (13
CH TGS TRl I FCACH | OF NCO TS TeT AP FefGF GIACIT ANT @R el
6 SREGHAS SARTE A 8 SRgHel SelfE AT TNB| IR TS 8 @l AT
T, G AGF (AT I 9T | [$8 OBCITDIRT T4 &9® € FG[ FAFFHCE G FACO
I I (T TS T TG AN(E, TAFZ ToCed Th A0 2 ©fF ISCIF Iy Sofeeifis
ARTAFS 27| @1 fF 24T [T ICAT (T TS T TRBGHIET FelfIF AR T 932
AT T I (@ TS T MG NF| QAT A T FIACST TRA I 2K
fEBCBIRe wfewe & 7R spieifesd? a7 Teea el 1ee Nif (3, &® ¢ e[

“a. Casey, “Wittgenstein: World, Reality, States of Affairs” in Philosophical Studies (1991), p. 2
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Wegy T A fCPCITBIRe THAIS ISR (e faifes, F4ifer ¢ Casey AYITHa
G (ATF ™18 (T TOICod Tqe] INT 2970 OBl TBI3Cd IS¢ Ny Soaife @3
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