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Abstract

Mahashweta Devi was one of the greatest novelist and fiction writers of Bengali language
of the twentieth century. She was also known to be an active social worker. That is why; she
had the opportunity to observe the people in her locality and other area very closely, most
of which are indigenous communities and communities which lies in the ‘lower stratum’ of
society, like the Bagdi, Dom, Pakhamara, Ganju, Mal, Khariya, Bauri etc. Based on her
real life experiences, she has created many coveted literature by using the social life of
those inferior communities which have represented different ethnicities in different fields.
Mahashweta Devi compiled many short stories based life and lore of indigenous people.
Several short stories and edited book have been published based on these short stories. For
example, there are a number of notable story texts - Shalgir Dak (1982), Iter Por It (1982),
Hariram Mahato (1982), Sidhu Kanur Dake (1985) etc. She spent most of her life with the
indigenous tribal people and with the communities who were on the ‘lower stratum’ of
society. In most cases, she unveils an alternative history to develop mental consciousness of
the inner struggle. In this article, we will try to highlight the ‘life’ and ‘lore’ of different
tribal societies and cultures of the communities of ‘lower stratum’ in Mahishweta Devi’s
short story and it will also be discussed how she played her role to help them. Apart from
this, various perspectives will also be available in this discussion, which will describe her
journey of becoming a literary person.
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