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Abstract

Radh region is known as ‘Radh Bengal’ of undivided Bengal. Radh Bengal is a total
territory of Bengal that includes the districts of Birbhum, Burdwan, Bankura, Paschim
Medinipur, Purulia and some parts of Howrah, Hooghly, Murshidabad district. There are
many terracotta temples situated here and these are architecturally, educationally,
culturally magnificent and significant. Moreover, the terracotta temple architecture of this
region is of its own class and full of varieties. Most of the terracotta temples were built by
the Malla Dynasty. Particularly, terracotta plaques fixed on temples comprise valuable
elements for reconstructing the mythological, historical and socio-cultural heritage. There
is scope for research in various aspects like art education, architecture, socio-cultural,
socio-economic, religious practices etc. and also the important region overall development
of temple architecture in Bengal. This region has significant values in the society as
cultural heritage resources. The region also provides opportunities for public
understanding and appreciation of the rich terracotta tradition and development of
traditional temple architecture. Thus, in this paper we will try to bring forward the main
features of the terracotta temple architecture of Radh Bengal and its educational and socio-
cultural values and significance.

Keyword: Educational Value, Cultural Value, Temple, Terracotta, Architecture,
Significance.
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