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Abstract

One of the neglected issues in India's history is the history of indigenous people in
the national movement. It can be said that the Adivasis had protested against the British
rule in their own way. Besides, they did not keep themselves far from the national
movement. From all the scattered researches that have been done so far, it has been
exposed that the indigenous people played equally important as well as significant role in
the national movement. Whether or not the general public participated in their protest, they
took an important role in the national movement. It is generally assumed that the
marginalized indigenous people did not play a significant role in national movement. Even
there are some researchers who tended to claim that the leaders of upper stratum often try
to suppress the significant role of the indigenous people, especially the Santhali to the
freedom struggle to a great extant.

In this research paper, | will try to show the role of indigenous Santhals of Bengal in
the Quit India Movement. Santhals have been the third largest community of
indigenous people who use to reside mainly in the Eastern part of India in Bihar, Orissa,
Jharkhand, Assam and Bengal. Among the indigenous people, Santhals are the highest in
West Bengal. We all know that ‘Hool’ or ‘Santhal Rebellion’ of 1855 had
given special identity to them. It is said that Hool was the first remarkable agitation against
the British colonial rule. Since then, the British government compelled to pay special
attention to their demands. Nowadays many scholarsare ascribing importance
to these indigenous communities. The purpose of this research paper is to focus and explore
the contribution of the Santhals to the Quit India movement of 1942 through the lens of
their active participation, their activities, their relations with the national leaders, their
regional activities etc.

Keywords: Denial Policy, Poramatir Neeti, Jatiy Sarkar, Santhals, Christian College,
Adivasi Mahasabha, Quit India Movement, National liberation movement.
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