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Abstract

Pathra is one of the important places of Radh Bengal of India which is known as ‘Temple
Village’. This temple village is situated in West Midnapur district of West Bengal and bank
of River Kasai. This place is historically and culturally significant. At present there are 34
terracotta temples are situated and these are architecturally magnificent and significant.
These temples were established by different land lord’s patronization in different times at
Pathra. Different styles of temple like Chala, Ratna, Rekha, Dalan, Deul etc. are founded in
the temple designs of Pathra yet today. Particularly terracotta plaques fixed on temples
comprises valuable elements for reconstructing the mythological, historical and socio
cultural heritage. Incredible architectural and decorative skills can be traced through the
terracotta temples of Pathra village. These are unique picas of Art and Architecture.
Architectural style and designing style of the temples of this area reveal the profundity of
the artisan. Moreover, the temple architecture of Pathra village reveals a rich heritage of
the Indian architecture. The present paper will analyze the style, types, theme, designs and
motif of these terracotta temples of ‘Temple Village’ Pathra.
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