Pratidhwani the Echo
A Peer-Reviewed International Journal of Humanities & Social Science
24/ ISSN: 2278-5264 (Online) 2321-9319 (Print)
i Impact Factor: 6.28 (Index Copernicus International)
\ Volume-VII, Issue-11, October 2018, Page No. 41-53
Published by Dept. of Bengali, Karimganj College, Karimganj, Assam, India
Website: http://www.thecho.in

AT AICICS SRR TS @ Towifoelm Ao S
GFfo wq AN

fefer <
TZHI ST, FEAET, [, 537 CIF &85 [Raiiers], 29, 5317, 7o
Abstract

Political participation has always been an important factor as well as an important
indicator in any democratic system. But unfortunately huge inequalities in terms of caste,
class, sex and religion have been seen in India. Specially the political participation of
the scheduled casts and scheduled tribes have still remained a little. That’s why democracy
in India has been facing serious challenges to make in its successful operation since
1950’s. In this context it is important to drag scheduled casts and scheduled tribes
communities in political realm and promote their political participation. It is generally
assumed that without a share in the decision making process the proper empowerment of
the marginalized vulnerable section of the society can never be achieved. Serious attempts
have been taken in Indian constitution for the empowerment of such communities in early
1990 s two major constitutional amendment acts made a clear provisions of reservation of
seats in local government for this vulnerable section with an intention to empower them
politically and socially. But what is the present situation? Are people belonging to
scheduled casts and scheduled tribes really empowered by using the opportunity of being
there in the decision making bodies in rural and urban government? The present paper is
an attempt to explore the mode of political participation and the nature of their
empowerment through a survey in a panchayat of Hooghly District of West Bengal.

Key Words: Scheduled Casts, Scheduled Tribes, Political Participation Local
Government.
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end is an enterly differently concept. Here we see participation essentially as a
process which unfold overtime and the purpose of which is to develop and
strengthen the capabilities of rural people to intervene more directly in development
initiatives. Participation as an end is an active and dynamic from which enables rural
people to play an increasing role in development activities”. (SFCT @Iz WA,
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