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Abstract

Indian Railway began its journey in the early 19" century and despite a large commercial
role it plays in terms of employment for unorganized sector too. Rail hawking was a
convenient option for a large section of unskilled and less educated people during midway
of twentieth century and muslim women of household pickup trivial job like hawking in
local train to keep the subsistence alive. Most of them were poor migrant from villages
joined as economic refugees. Though they have faced tremendous socio-political hindrance
in sharing space with male hawker in same compartment .Eventually they became
essential part in linking between producers and consumers mainly for home-based small
scale industries.

The profession of hawking is involved an endless daily fight for survival but they are being
unrepresented and marginalized socially ,economically and legally in every way .The
question of legitimacy has made this profession more vulnerable with the passage of time.
This paper explores the dynamics of work pattern of muslim-nonmuslim female hawkers in
local train and role of state to make them a part of sustainable growth and development as
they are considerable part of informal economy.

Key Words: Female, Sustainable growth, Informal economy, Hawking, Economic
refugees.
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