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Abstract:

Famine was frequently reported in various parts of India during the British period.
Bankura was one of the places in West Bengal where famine was frequent. In fact, the
environment of Bankura is always dry and water crisis is seen at other times except
monsoon season. Normally agriculture is also disrupted due to lack of water. Due to the
lack of water, famine was seen here frequently. Due to repeated famines in Bankura, people
of all classes fell into misery. But the plight of the indigenous people in the famine was
much greater. Because their only source of income was agriculture and the lack of
improvement in the irrigation system would have hampered agriculture due to drought. As a
result, grain loss was inevitable. As a result, it became very difficult for the indigenous
people to cope with the famine. Because, their employment would also be cut off due to
famine. As a result, it was not possible for them to buy food grains. Famine aslo made their
lives miserable due to various reasons. Indigenous peoples were most affected by the famine
of 1865-66 in Bankura, which was called 'Bahattorer Durviksya' (famine of 1272 in
bengali calendar). During this time they were forced to sell their land and move to
neighboring districts in search of work. They were forced to engage in anti-social activities
such as theft and robbery as the British government did not provide adequate relief to them.
Also many people died of starvation, just as they were forced to emigrate. The misery
caused by the famine depopulated the indigenous villages and it also hindered their social
and thinking development. Which caused misery among them and for a long time they were
away from the mainstream of society. In other words, famine can be considered as one of
the reasons for their backwardness.

Keywords: Bankura District, Famine, Indigenous Communities, ‘Bahattorer Durviksya’,
Immigration.
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exports small quantities of rice to Hugli and Midnapore. In 1865 these exports were much
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