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Abstract

Bangladeshi fiction writer Zahir Raihan gave an evocative account of the Language
Movement of Bangladesh in his novel' Arek Falgun'. Being part of the Language Movement,
the author could not but give vent to his emotions and feelings associated with the
Language Movement in the said novel. The novel, rich in practical details related to the
Movement, has come to be regarded as one of the most reliable sources giving researchers,
experts and laymen alike a ringside view of the Language Movement of 21st February
1952.Not only have the major events of the Movement of 1952 been referred to in the novel
but such hectic activities as sloganeering and processions by the students of Dhaka
University, Medical College and many hostels also have found ample expression in it. The
government-imposed section 144 could not deter the Language Movement participants at
all. They did resolutely face the government crackdown involving tear gas, bullets, and the
like. Many of them made the supreme sacrifice in consequence. The people of Bangladesh
paid rich tributes to the Language martyrs by walking barefoot long stretches in huge
processions. Memorials were erected overnight in their memory at various places in Dhaka
and elsewhere. The novel 'Arek Falgun' shines through as a living document of the august
1952 Language Movement of Bangladesh' by virtue of the consummate writing skill of the
litterateur Zahir Raihan.

Keywords — Zahir Raihan, Language Movement of 21 Feb., Section 144, procession,
tear gas, barefoot, history.
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