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Abstract:
Versatile genius Manmath Ray composed plays of various genres. A notable genre among
these is patriotic drama in a mythological setting. The notable drama of this period is
‘Karagar'. The drama that inspired the countrymen to break the iron bars of the prison and
bring freedom was the ‘Karagar’.

In the five-act drama had been written ‘Karagar’ in a particular political context,
Gandhiji started the civil disobedience movement by breaking the salt satyagraha in the 6™
April 1930. The movement spread across the country. Gandhiji was imprisoned on 5™ May.
Gandhi’s imprisonment intensified the movement. Great freedom fighters of the country
were imprisoned by the British government Manmath Ray had written the drama ‘Karagar’
in this political context within 14" days.

The story of ‘Karagar’ darama has been taken from mythology, It is not a proper
mythical drama. It was not possible to write a play with a direct political statement in
subjugated India, so the dramatist highlighted the anti-Britishness of the subjugated Indians
under the guise of the myth of Krishna’s slaying of Kansa.

My point of discussion is how the dramatist portrays the picture of contemporary India
within the framework of mythology and this play in today’s context.
Keywords: Karagar, Civil disobedience movement, Mahatma Gandhi, Mythology,
Freedom, Krishna, Kansa.

“TRAF 82 GETRFIB
(S8 (e FACT (G
TG TG e ACHF Aol @@

FRANCET CEIRFT (SCs (A6 FCI W TS AFAE & FTRBICE AICOISIE
Selfie Fcafee @ AGF0 G 26 TU AT SR | TH ACAF I[N GIR TN ez
fece e AGIfeY AR afei Her S Fore AR Jea TR—RETT QAT
Afsqmy e SfeIs 2 Soofeees fof Ttree afS a9iiv SIcRET For SCHIEe
N T& TCARCET | SR Sewees @ eafeees fofd) siw afoe wits wfem e
ForIfb®I, NG, Aoifoxers Bel 8 e o Fe IR av=fF a5 &S
cfeg wgRe ©fF AteE 24w sfia foTe §o ueTeR) FIRTe AES! ¢ FIATS! 7S,

Volume-XIlI, Issue-1V July 2024 101




TR FICIT PN FTIPIANT TACH 7 G WPl

OIFOIY R YFL FCH I NG, TRMIA, NeTifers, sp1y FRERT s SR caraer
@ WA AT (ICACZ OF ABCH | TG FATATT @ TS FI2or AT (B CACZ

“FoffT Fee TNITS FCIF, FMe A SRITe G Feo! [eem, 58 oz Soey
WEa 93 TR A= Y @ TRl Fesier|

ofealis 6y ST ACaldl Tierg oo™ Tw2 a1 FBreR T 78 @ A9e

“Q B FAIBT ACHIEFCT TFa FACO AT (FC CCACRA I &1 (N2 | Reg e
AR GO SUFRC T (GTIFOA BICY el e AR aw efsifesiret
BT PICF ICT |

T A 2N q6F A e’ ofq ol AW wfedrs q%F qeH Y|
SEG e FREfe I RSCIF qoA1 SeTHCA (PRl ADH0A Ao 7 e’ | IgyA dfso™
S TN W foq «AF A0S 691 IFECA| OF V¢ G0 SN G T
TR ISR FCTICAT o 6| AT 2ICI SCEdd q6F = DM’ a¥
FBCE ACrI TN Ao /63 M| 2! AT AT -4 ACIFIE AT
*BYCE AT FCT AGAST  (BoAA elfoFer IHCRAI JAPEE FICr “Hifere =7 37|
a3o7 WA i fcea el ferem (v a3k o =g ey tofd =3 ag) wRfb Y g =
e a0y JAFECE 74 T T JER I TUI Q% FIRAG FACE AT FGIFIE
RIATO & (THCH,ANGPI Y& FLCT TR SGSFIC Thga FCACRA | AT
feTCATR TR | THY ACH T SCHLCN QIS AN F6F TN
PRI FOCE FBIPR AN SIRAF ACH AN DRI AT AOCACRA |

9T O HAG  ~i%as [/ TN 00 T4 FCACRT FOIFIE| ddvo AR
53T WS ARG AIITO! TN (ACF TG ST ©F FCA| G2 AITTO AT (ATF 80
fFCfSOR ~1cT &5 28 T #7F Tifdte Ut MCwR & (ICE Rl FC #17 tofd FCq w1l
R ©F FCE| U3 AT HFE TG RO A9 A3 S N4 T NI SN A
G FACTT AR A FCP HCATT DO 4TI ¢ (W e Fem 21 “AfEHes
FARAC AT TS SO 26T €68 | NG (T Tl IS o SICT AT AT
Q1o CAfRce™ IR gl SRS W SCHIACT 2T e T ST (T
QT OF I M OGO FITel MaATNieE [T+ Mo FaTa F671 FEANE o4
T T US| O AEATST (AFE G MCTa AreRECT T AT I FCE
TN VOB |

Volume-XIlI, Issue-1V July 2024 102



TR FICIT PN FTIPIANT TACH 7 G WPl

FENT AGET FIRA @A R [ @CF| 27 FIRACS N @R T
SeIIbICR RIS TEfs | T TS (7 S *fe SR O KA F4CE =] 771 58
QB AN O ST FIbeT LT GTI6 7T -

“OIR! T RCS F fge

©loa ST AT IRIACT FCAT AN FCI ST & S 1 FCA 4R AT @
PIACT FIAPT FCA | Y O T OfF f[epca dfoqm Tl 71 TAMICaR FIAP= T [ |
T TR adl AREES IR, (IS 58 9T ARG SqeHT FA HCge A @i
FRPNCEE TR TR A TR FCIT IR I [ant wfoea fRdcs «ife  afee
TG

@ FIEAZT AR @R SR TOEF | ST @R RN I T FIR AT
SR O[T AEME (FCY T ©OfCs AETFTel (AT o FCH (18 FN9| AT FCq 67
TAC| @ O TMT ATCT A GO (O -Aeeed AfSDT T AT 90T
I (FAR @ FOT Ja o10] TACHCE W I WY A& A IC | IR 5
SOIIBICH AP FACo ACH AMAA | FAT® TAMIere Frod AT T Age @
SEY OGS T I T [ife FRANE Sraaze F6, I [ 9o Imaod
e &1 ¢ FRMD AGCET 9T CTAMT FISCF TCHR ATTFR THIA SIFOICEA
BRCE QT KCACRA| SIPICE ZRIEI SRedcy T AGATed I JEF A0 (T4 T
foeT /11 ©IR ST T TS BT 0L FIRAG e OrwE qifveaees [ g7z
AT ST [RCAH FUAR| @ AR oiFE [ess S, ---

VG (IF FRIRAT FAMRE | = A fores foet w1219 “befier sxemes e
I PIAANCIR PN SN A GCHRE | (T FIANCT SN AFCHR & RCAREA (18
FRIACAE e S RC AN o Qi<ea Fidirore i34

QLT SINEN (A IO CNANNF IR ATFIAN SIS B T ATICR BT |
DA TCCHT (FUEICS AR 72 A4 dfow) 9 MeF 247e7 *ifeea Soppe e
T SAHMCE TAMICA S W] IR 3R OfF (TQGIdT IqEeT |

T AT ABIFE ANF[AN SOACHT FLAS IR TSBICIT SARROICT Qe
AT | TR~ SFeICET W& a) o T@H SRR @ Topfpife, FAfee
SITSACHT Tl | T e Srepviar A =ivTeea aifewe 2w Stk Wb 29% SieEd
ALY 7 ALY IMACS 60 S ,---

“OT el FRCACR AT TS S 7 A 20120, AT 7| ACey A& =J@ fon
Mo s feEy |«

Volume-XIlI, Issue-1V July 2024 103



TR FICIT PN FTIPIANT TACH 7 G WPl

I 92 879 TPTCE [ TRFIET 8%y 13ES A0y *F 2CACTT I9 =Sl
oF SRy fee [fm afsamt s9%9 wiicy edl 701 58 T 168 el v, SreyIa
FLCAT AN A 2CCR (SN Ao 20T T BN A | (TGP e T 20T
W2 3ftre 2 20 BTz AGCEHA N0 | THMEE I SRGT MRIE = ATTCR| SR3A
S T PR MTed @ 7R STl Sed FACO (BERICR| ABCRA 2UT SCH
T I[CAICP AGYFG S+ FACS BI3C IS CACE, ---

“q W &Ze S o Sepe | Sif wifs, wie aeee S TR afedr =7 Ay
L -- AR *fF- A FAMR L. @12 *F LA 9T TIBE - TeAeT e FACe
A, A SNOE T© W 2[Fa[ F9ce @ @12 *fece «fewm =@ @
ATYFG TG F3 ... (&1 S 77, Wi A”eete 7701«

TGO TS HTFTHAR (QF T (T AOyIbIIced AARTe ARSI FIez (@ T ML T©
FACS A4 G2 ] TYCACIT T ™8 FCACT|

TF S FF (TINQFF Y& (VBT JCO MF© TP A&H 1 I4 >G5 20| T
SAf el T ofi@ | FET ISl FIFIF FACS B 71 S IR =[TCha fNeaee! swefer cgas
1 R O | G IO A CFICS (FCB ACT FF---

‘ol [SIRIF (BICY S gferce e 58 J21-74 263 COINE 92 ToIIbIe | TL
iR ECTR o, J (@ AR, ©if 8o 27 Sieopb FHee fere e wiifw g
O T & ¢ TR, ICICR T ©FF (<17 77 -& /Rl

ved SCE e T FITCE SOy FCI T ICACR ,---

“Se 5IZ FAI- IFA| G2 TS IR [[FTFl] @ ERIRTE Ao “&fere 74
FHfETS FC (@AY T (IR (18 FRINCE (T AN WG - F&, ©I2 79,
AFCH, QFCH AT TGIET T IS T7 ¢, AP ToCS (A
AfSHTS! (1 SIS MO T ASF M FAC7! GG e W, e =@
TRL. .. OFMCA. .. 9F JCF |7

FLETE TGIBICE TS I TACT IS MNO© AR SO (Fo6Ha A4 CE 244N
TR TG -

“arEr fdifse, Telifve, ey ama| SoMR ol Trfs R ge @/
A TR ST NG (FCY WG TR (ST A(G0) F e, (78 ey

CACF TFCAT 93 o«
STCe @ “Jficsa wewe (el e Freme FeA” GTe (ICHR SReIcEd FIdiaeld 74
SRBAS| A6 TR TR, Gl ((CHE =76 SCACEH TibE o A e
Volume-XIlI, Issue-1V July 2024 104




TR FICIT PN FTIPIANT TACH 7 G WPl

SIS (T2 FAR Fe0T ZCACE I TYIBICE TEHAS WA AT FCF | F9F
Y7 TMT TS FEH A | FEH CHI7RS | qTF (el g IR &Ikl F3T Oft
frtm AfeameRT TMACTT BACT TOIIBIE FNCT G ©ITAd A= Fa9K (581 FCACR| 3%
@ O @F @fT e JITR sweeze FCCRI 1R OIFeAcE 3RS =P e
TS AT QT CACR| FCCH el SICz 24w Yeely FIFCS 500 O -

“YUALCA T AT QT AT - (M1 I FCACR, SIMA A< @2 93 (T O[T (@
AYT AT AVF,ACT eTe 5T, R A @A Yo e [em o=y
JA=ACIR PICS A0S BC .. A9 SRICOR TN WIGwe 1«

FITO! ACARTC @SR JH *few FAE v e e @R JEEE|
VAl FAZRCO 2ACTH ICT IR YaeTol @fel q IR ICACRI IMA AGICe Sed 4
e I N SIeITe GEICR| U2 Ot G CJ SRICH SFNNCE QRIS FCH SIOfIbIA
T& R TeE Few TREF IS e TSl SeTee T o e o wore
wwgel| b e Texice ww A SfSwics s gy e e e T

*foxie A2l AR G- Afefafy fZorea Aitrem bfae scaced ageTa el sig1
@G| SigAr FIRTS! T @Y 9@ FFICE AR T FCLF T3 IGTCE JCFF
RCF 3T FCI TY T G0 MR R @R MYITa 2l (ICy oree e [ Toice
TR FERCR FFA| AR TRl AR a2 O Sgeysl ICACR AGAF WCol A
ST

AT FANCAT CAfFCS ABCH M @fe SToye wwgaye| N ofel o1 FCACA (RCTQ
TAR AW IR TERPe A | 4@ N &feT oo FCACRA TSPt AN | NI AT
TR AGOR (CF Y&T G SRINCE WCOJ SoAcd S SN RCACRI AR
SR ARSI orwe *fed A ¢ we «fea afodt 267 12 3fre wive 2oz 58 @3
TR CNTF AR I8 Y ANI Aerod SfFel| A=ef Temie sredcds 19
2T TR AR OIS old Gwe K/ (NIl 1eg 4@ F¢, ---

“FIT AT (o I TR |

3IMCR @ATSCeT WS S,

IF- @A GIcA Qe ¢

7@ W3 TNHTS *RIAT SIS TenifHe ¢ AfTe zexE Fewe fom =)
VI FCDY A o QB N TS PGy -----

“Hgfe- R o1 -1 1=,

S LG @ Sed 79,

SIS @ et 99--

EI%J1R B9, Eo)fe e |1«

Volume-XIlI, Issue-1V July 2024 105



TR FICIT PN FTIPIANT TACH 7 G WPl

ngfen e wey €30 dfeg=icTa W ey AteE diTer i 'Ce P Ie
TR GC (¥ (TOIAR SR SHCICRA | TRl Ao Sga ICace [+ J1Cea
SR TBICS | G2 BICT ¢ FIIA TGCHT HNS G TCICT FAFTANT TN 7o |

PRI Focrd e@ged s (7 @R G Gl R FremE!, wepibifae e
e fces emor femee Mee A1 2GR 68 [ T Sl 139 STenbied
R GBTCS FAR SHRICH & fcace|
FOCH GCIAICT I NCF LS ALNCE @I qeely A <1 Yeely (AR ICTCRA, -

“FIRINCE & AR TS G, TS SlIgl, T© TR, FRNCT W& SN TR
AR FCACRA --- SN & Ae7-S) FRI e 7

ANFEA ACANST TS) TUIHS MR AGACH | FCE FFeT 258 T F¢T (@ ©F
e s S Tehez) B coufy (I Feaaica TS 2" AN ANew ¢ Tepbia
T4 FCT AT FRANCT ST (BT TF AT & (WD G| OIToqd TR
TET O3 G B FEACR SN THCF | N QLR AGH0F R $C A5FHa Ie4g
Al o+ fecadier @ FIqel MATNrT Te FOHG @ AEAT 8 Tl Tl
FCATRE IBCR FICR ©f MR AEF | FF GT FRCIR ACHHR T2 (T NG feaLea!|

oF0F AT AT T 3500 ACAT 8 TCEHa | TACTRA RGIOIE | 22T ATz
TR CT FIAT Tl=[ L FC A0 (TANGIR FIATOR T Tle 2 6T
Tol| @2 Toa IR T Sifed e F¢F1 W3R ARG O AT ToCHd T3
IF FCE@ ST | TR A To7 2 (@, ---

me [fgerre Seeicas [eca FoFn e ¢ SPIeS ST 9ece AAed| CTey
SrAL-AF FCIETEY 3T A FE@ FRNT @F Afomy [ I 1 3 @@ E
qoFHT AfoTT I T | AN AN (AFFCS I oSG Fob! AFIHF @R
ewgd foer ©f (1% e gwifre [fey swofasl es wwa @ i A@efasm

“q% Tooly AHIFTe @CT AT MIAA| PR QA coT=ifers w5 | qiiew
S[ONIbIA WY A PN PR Sergey Ffaa foife| ety STe{eesa Fera
37 Sfoqcd O3 & Sieifen SR @RTs NZCTT? WA @R IR DRAINCIITCH
G IR FAICER T SIed IR 5 oREr Srowag 2331 Toaee

“PIR @I (NN (SN F4F F6FE IG | FACHT (T AT e =83
QI T FCE IFNE T - TG TAemam O SR G2 FRCT S50y AR
@y«

Volume-XIlI, Issue-1V July 2024 106




TR FICIT PN FTIPIANT TACH 7 G WPl

The Government of Bengal
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT
POLITICAL BRANCH
Order
Calcutta the 4" February 1931.

Whereas it appears to the Gvernment-in Council that the play entitled “karagar” by
Manmatha Ray,M.A, printed by him at the Sree-Gouranga Press at No.. 71/1 Mirzapur
Bhaban, Balurghat, (Dinajpur), which has been performed at the Monomohan Theatre,
Calcutta ,is likely to excite feelings of disaffection towards the Government established by
law in British India.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 3 of the dramatic
performances Act, 1876, (XII of 1876), the Governor in-Council hereby prohibits the
performance of the said play in any public place.

By order of the Governor-in-Council,
Sd./-R.N.Reid.

Offg. Chief Secretary to

The Government of Bengal

An extract from
ADVANCE
March 6", 1931, Dak,
Bengal Council

3" March 1931.
“Karagar” show prohibited.

While admitting that the Bengali drama,”Karagar”,or prison which was staged for some
days at Monomohan Theatre, was a mythological one the Hon Mr.W.D.R.prentice told
Dr.N.C Sen Gupta that the Government had prohibited the further performance of the play
on the advice of their legal advisers as it was likely to excite feelings of disaffection
towords Government.

The Home Member added that ostensibly the play did not relate to present -day politics,
but actually its bearing on present day politics was beyond doubt.
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