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Abstract:

In 2003, Tripura writer Alok Dasgupta published the graphic narrative "Senapati Roy
Kachag," which delves into the historical conflict between King Dhanmanikya of Tripura
and Gaur King Hussain Shah. This work explores regional history by drawing from
Tripura's historical text "Rajmala.” Instead of focusing on royalty, the narrative highlights
the heroism of Kachag, the son of a common tribal family. By shedding light on this often
overlooked chapter of history, Dasgupta brings the story of a common man's valor to the
forefront. The author has pioneered a new genre of literature by presenting history through
a blend of pictures and stories. This innovative approach not only entertains but also
incorporates elements of social and moral education. The primary aim of this paper is to
delineate and scrutinize the emergence of Tripura's history through the medium of graphic
narrative.
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T &IH:
For the ancients the task of history writing was not the formulation of statements,
but they saw history as a "form of practical, life-oriented activity" There was
therefore no attempt at probing into the causes of events or trying to analyse thase
events. The concept of critical history was not existent.”
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Each version of the past which has been deliberately transmitted has a significance
for the present.... The record maybe one in which one historical consciousness is
embedded: myth, epic and geneology; or alternatively it may refer to the more
extecnalised forms: chronicles of families, institutions and regions and biography of

persons in au‘[hority.Q
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Details of the war are found only in the Tipperah Chronicle, the Rajmala.8

O3 SR Q9 [N ey Fir fedw Sowiee e Sieg | eiees 3oz @eF W
sl T |

RE *1E 61 [Me TN 268 @ g SO FCaF| 97 ¢ (FICA! G0
e (Tog Meafece | S oo Tea-ReR, T, S, S ¢ fas@r sfeam
@ Ty (@ [y SfeACT Trere REAMREE fofd| s SfeAieTa TNIe @il TR Sedo|
AT @Sl Y0eq TNIFIET 5@ 9-bb RAFDICH N1 QRICHR (RCT ¥CRA HCx fasf@ra
AR Y [ZF AT ACR | A ICWIIAGIE, ICHEE TGIME A2 FRACHR {71
e’ TPACH GCA qTACRA | ACMHHT NGmiE PIaics (iceeed e [Raees
SCaTifes o A et 61 Aoy @I I *R-4Ifersy LR 2w e Gifoerg
SIS 7 O3 fof ¥we “1ie @O *Iced e (RIS sieee SfEaiw $637 @#1© @
AR ¢ (AN ¥ WY I o7 [Kige TR oind «F @ & fee fas@m
QI | IABCIA ACK ACHNBS el SAMIT e @ MifRey Tome 2ot 3 3t e
CFCT T (FNE TAMIT TIZe A | TAMICTT F=To IR TeTo A1 6oeag fog
FCICKA | FNATCHRS * 4 f@o@R qreafos oot foicces oeme ug s 3w
CFCE JA© AEAEE TR [O7 FCACRA| ST TN iy ARy ToAmIes, «
ICE FIR 3= oFea, AeEE oo e v [fie ' @i @ e
AEITSHIRT (RICT =T % W [@o@e e $roges (o ey (i OIee (T1-

Volume-XII, Issue-1V July 2024 131



qresfas 2oz @ fFE S e aIw FIsr T AT arred

While the Rajmala gives all credit to Dhanya-Manikya, Other literary sources
present a different picture. Contrary to the Tripura tradition, the Paragali
Mahabharata composed during the reign of Hussain Shah, avers that the Tripura
kind had to submit to the king of Gauda (Bengal). The Asramedha Parva of
Srikarnandi state that the ruler of Tripura had to take shelter in the hills of Tripura
hearing the advance of the Muslim army and even to early acknowledge the
authority of the Gauda ruler by way of offering him taxes in the form of certain

horses and elephants.b
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The death of his Laskar of Khandal infuriated Dhanya-Manikya who forthwith sent
his chief general Ray-Kachag to Khandal to conquer it. Ray-Kachag who was a
clever man, brought the twelve landlords of Khandal to the court of Dhanya-

Manikya, where they were cruelly killed.”
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At the defeat of Gaur Mallik, Hussain Shah was worried and embarrassed as the
Rajmala wants us to believe. In order to avenge this disgraceful reverse, Hussain
Shah without making any delay dispatched a vast army consisting of 100 elephants,
5000 horses and 100,000 infantry under Haitan Khan and Kara Khan (Kabara Khan)

. >0
to conquer Tripura.
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