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Abstract
This study critically investigates the structural distortions in India’s democratic electoral process
caused by the systemic deployment of money power, muscle power, and political violence. Despite
being hailed as the world’s largest democracy, India exhibits deep contradictions between its
constitutional ideals and electoral practices. Drawing on theoretical insights from democratic
erosion and elite capture literature, this paper explores how these undemocratic forces undermine
electoral integrity, marginalize genuine political representation, and erode public trust in
democratic institutions.
Using qualitative analysis of secondary data, electoral reports, and existing literature, the research
highlights how elections are increasingly influenced by illicit financing, criminal networks, and
coercive strategies. These practices entrench oligarchic dominance, hinder level playing fields, and
perpetuate socio-economic inequalities in political participation. The study also evaluates the
limitations of institutional safequards such as the Election Commission and legal frameworks,
which remain insufficient to curtail the nexus of crime, capital, and politics. The paper argues that
India’s democratic deficit is not merely procedural but structural, requiring more than technocratic
reform. It calls for normative shifts toward ethical political leadership, civic education, and
grassroots mobilization to counter elite domination. The findings contribute to the broader discourse
on democratic backsliding in postcolonial contexts and underscore the urgency of redefining
democratic consolidation in terms of both participation and accountability.

Keywords: India, Democracy, Electoral integrity, Political violence, Money power, Muscle
power, Criminalization of politics, Participatory governance
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“Politicians make use of us for capturing the polling booths and for bullying
the weaker sections... But after the elections they earn the social status and
power and we are treated as criminals. Why should we help them when we
ourselves can contest the elections, capture the booths and become MLAs
and enjoy social status, prestige and power? So, I stopped helping the
politicians and decided to contest the elections.” (Nedumpara)

oA

fifeaa suTeceicss fFraid el TCe, Aemifon qER ¢ YAifesd (@R 2PTR AICHE &)
TSI SICATGIT LTS Q<R ML FEI5C (T e AR AT &) A0 7 Bi ey a1
TEACR ©f AEEE | O TS A ACAE R T TOICT WAL DI AT 2T FCR
(205Y, So b the times of India)

2018, sept FfAT @G ‘criminalisation of politics’@ @F & 2& @ 7ol T ANCT
TG (1% W “in bold letters” @ ST ALY GG O T (FI6 (F HoTCR AN QFOH (FCHA O
oI5 SEMCT FICE T QIR AP ATNGC AT O AFP FACT TG celulicet “the
concerned political party shall be obligated to put up on its website the aforesaid
information pertaining to candidates having criminal antecedents.” 43R & (FI6 98 ICT
@ ‘A time has come that the Parliament must make law to ensure that persons facing
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serious criminal cases do not enter into the political stream,” said the bench, which also
comprised Justices R F Nariman, A M Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud and Indu Malhotra’?
457 FRME 2008 AT @2 03¢ A ‘LAW COMMISSION OF INDIA’-F ¢¢ e
T Toze! IR & Qe A GFd S AT CFea TCe Afeufae! FACS A O T
AT ety SZeTR EreiT 0o(q) LT I T | 75 S Fed s
7S 2058-F AR FEHCH 2ifs 74159 ¢Fea &F Yo @I T 2CaCR) SRl «Fem aidt I 7
TACTZ TR T OCF OICF AF 6 AT TRIF Ol ZTCS T TS FADFeAd Seifee a1 7 oI
O AL LGS |

TR

FISCH TN e AECOTN, (T G RF ST T SIMd Tole 2T FCF AIFECE =P
FAIT (LS 2V FC | SRCST TSI LVRAT “oJredm w0 Tl F1 IEACE| AT NISF TLF2
IEFT 7A@, I TS ¢ TR Moo FEvew aei wwefesffy FEifoe g1 @ @ieT o @3
FIER® o] 579 F & A0S ARCT A1 GaR G AT AR q@roce Wy og,
AR A AR *fE G RO AT I S SR | FICA Bl @ AeAifed GGG @I
T A ARCT 2R T ICACR| FC [Sn ST SR e 20RO VRS ICF qifos
T AT 2CHBI, ACHNGTS (ASFOIR AT | A W (THI, @frD5er et vea AR
e FIF ATSCT AL TG =P ToCE ARFS], ARSI, TG TSI &) | ©i
TET ATSIfEF = A T TASTHT AN G = MHACT QAT (F ST GCHCR OICF (e
SACS I | GANCAR T * A ITICF @O R GIG ARy F1717 KT qce Ao
| 7 FACO AICT ©IF & AR AENod S T AT AT AR F4C (A
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