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Abstract
This paper undertakes a critical investigation into the Advaita Vedanta understanding of the
relationship between reality and illusion, foregrounding the central metaphysical claim that
Brahman — the non-dual, unconditioned absolute—is the only ontological truth. Within this
framework, the phenomenal world, though pragmatically experienced, is ultimately deemed
mithya — neither absolutely real nor entirely unreal, but false in relation to the unqualified reality
of Brahman. The doctrine of mithyatva thus emerges as a conceptual linchpin in Advaita's non-
dual ontology, necessitating rigorous philosophical articulation to safequard the coherence of
advaita (non-duality).
In pursuit of this, the paper engages with the sophisticated exegetical tradition preserved in
Madhusudana Sarasvati’s Advaitasiddhi, where five historically significant definitions of
mithyatva are meticulously catalogued. Intriguingly, none of these definitions originate with
Madhusudana himself, attesting to the rich dialogical texture of Advaitic thought. The definitions
discussed trace their provenance to Paticapadikakara, Vivaranakara (two definitions),
Citsukhacirya, and Anandabodhacarya — the latter being the author of Makaranda. This paper
centers on the first and perhaps most  foundational of these  definitions:
sadasattvanadhikaranatvam mithyatvam — falsity as that which is not the locus of either
existence or non-existence.
Through a close textual and philosophical analysis of this formulation, the paper aims to illuminate
its epistemological and ontological ramifications, situating it within broader Advaitic concerns
regarding perception, cognition, and the limits of discursive knowledge. In doing so, the study
contributes to an enriched understanding of Advaita Vedanta’s metaphysical rigor and the subtlety
with which it negotiates the paradoxes of appearance and reality.
Keywords: Mityatva, dvaitasiddhi, Pratipannapadhou, traikalika, pratiyogitva, sattva,
asattva, Jhananivartyatva, Svasrayanisthatyantabhavapratiyogitva, Sadviviktatva,
sadhyavaikalya
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