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Abstract

Peasant movements are an important theme in Bengali novels after Independence. From Mahasweta
Devi, Debesh Roy, Jharjeshwar Chattopadhyay to Soharab Hossain —each of them has portrayed
different kinds of peasant movements in their novels. From the Tebhaga movement to the Naxalite
movement and the recent Singur-Nandigram movement —all have emerged as subjects in their
novels. Mahasweta Devi wrote in protest against the land acquisition policy affecting the Adivasis,
Debesh Roy wrote highlighting the history of deprivation of the farmers of North Bengal,
Jharjeshwar Chattopadhyay wrote about the Tebhaga struggle of Kakdwip, and Soharab Hossain
wrote about the agricultural policies of the Left Front government and the recent Singur-
Nandigram movements. The protesting characters in each of these novels are not only men, but
women as well. How women, as rebellious figures, have leapt into the fight against landlords,
zamindars, and exploiters to claim their rights and to free themselves from the curse of
deprivation — these issues will be discussed in this essay.

Keywords: Bengali literature, Female farmer activists, Rural women, Agrarian movement,
Women's empowerment, social change, Bengali novels, Rural feminism

Tl AlfeT o= 2ICAS (@ BRGICH FY W6 FCAM; IR A& ffagsael, wfimifa RKeee,
S T AT (e (a3, Tnge G SR ¢ Wiy TICHT e 36 IS TS SIS
A FRCE JTFITe T A3 IS SHC F-FOCHF GNfers JFHA THICS
SATCA | S CTEeIE FICHA O e #IfH8s =2f | (1R TMFG SIqed T TICHA G & IS
se Ifa izl Reww @ A, aendfes ¢ JNAfes SRy Siged @R W9 «3
SPICSTY e AR afecary ot o, Rew® = Soce) @ AR SICHbaRT F2=w Sy
TRICHST (AR TAFIN| IR (TR RO ANCEH HPo o 7% LR FAASIM I ISR
7 FARY Afowfre zaace| EfogT oft syew forw Raw 2ferrice fofd IrmT I979 T
SRICTR ARPICE— (T 3570 3%, (Fio ¢ (+ifTs FICHT T IC| SATCT TSl (A3 GRS
T SO C2FFIPICE | NTICP @ 2 F1¢® T (structure) @3 TS (super
structure) fHaCO8 @I FF ACE M| TIF @ FACEHA Wit RYPT @3 @it ©ofF
SR (F RC TH-I7Cea fooq-3eas 2% =7 ToFIfore FaCI GIB1R (Of I=1R I2e0 | (ANT
FFCUT FRFT (5599)1 YOS Sbrbe-dvoo IH T FANEH IBIICF fofd «HCo GLACRA|
CRIBAI2F-FTGA- AN AT Tl Tenien GRpTaly, Siend 2fs b STopbR-qe-
e @ ¢ Oire 2feam-2fecaiate ePes eIty Qe 4CACRT FICUT FHAT SATICH|

Volume-XIII, Issue-1V, July 2025 Pratidhwani the Echo 49



FIgTel 7] 1 GANCT Lfe FF bfaa; o7 ¢ afecHieys 7H wferye &
@ 8 FFICIG Feace—
“@T4F RO, IISEE AN TE REE aFew qgam dfegitierd s
TR I2CH SIS TR S| Wiflg SIRIICHR SIoRIY TE FCAR !
I | AN AT RAT SATT (T THFICIR Forepfs |7

MRICHS! (AR FFCUFT SGPIF(3599) TATICR (2=F25 @BAF-AMD-ARTICT Qa1 Jel-
Aree-(I-Sare Tyl ST e eore JFTe T YBHIT A1 9T SHATCS Neag ikl FCd-
*Nfece M SiciPRe O\ T TSI HaFeT v S[ey (FC6, PO 2[eF FCH, 9N [T
I, TN TS FIT I (G 26| T8 @ TV IR AR Ol (o FCARA o
e faafee g ol TR ¢ el Rl A7 Eel SiZT FC SO WPRS OIens
8 ReF @ee e fF5F frmifEr 36 *Fie Joiom afe TRgefeda zee ¢F %8
A TFR TR TSR 2ICF ACF | N3 qWiers, S, s Sfera oo 53| a1
IR AOF 6 2CATFOIC CNICHT A | GFIACAR IX wely +Mfge, gens [RemsT ¢ Jrera T
STy AAferS, T4 HNBCAF NRAICE I01, 4T AASIM! CKIFe-#ACH TSR Sefo ©4q3 ot
FCL MG | F JVICHF FIC2 2 R0 &I TR T | 3 70 L@ SeTial 2 @G @
T, T GRCIA (0 TR @Pga)f TW, QSR THF| SERWQ! SREATCE O G Tl ©ICd |
THATICH (Afi—

“OXT TEHe, AA1RIY, G 29T TS, S TS YT QT SCHIDT QNCS =T (6
T 4B Mew, (1] YBHIT A *fe F99|
71 e Affs oI @RI AN Aeq I, ERICT IN© FACO APTS AFF| SR
AT ST (T (FC HCAS (TS TG TR | STAR NG 2T CT Tyet foep,
O, BfeRNg, BIATHIe— ST = &7
A e S e S-Afrasiors Wer e e Figy weee ¢ 7ifoee | aor Srepeiea
e 2@ 9@ TR Sbde-sdod 8 Rz ST geres s ©. Jot fre -
CeTCAS—

“From about the second half of the eighteenth century tribal agrarian order in many
parts of the Indian subcontinent disintegrated under the pressure of the influx of
“aliens”, land hungry peasantry from adjoining regions, “keen-eyed” traders and
merchants. The movement of non-tribal population into tribal regions was
accelerated by the establishment and consolidation of Britis adminsitration in these
areas. The tribals reacted to those developments through a series of uprising in a
bed of throw out the intruders from their homeland. On the social front the social
consequences of agrarian breakdown and the advent of christianity shaped
revitalisation movement blended and culminated in the last uprising by Mundas,
the Ulgulan under the leadership of Birsa Munda in the Ranchi and northern part of
Singhbhum district of Bihar.””
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