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Abstract 
 

Culture means the society’s collective thought like behavior, traditional beliefs etc. which 
includes like language, art, philosophy, habits of a society.  They are transmitted from one 
generation to other generations through formal education, observation, and social 
interaction of a society. Indian culture is the very ancient civilizations of the world. It 
preserves an exceptional continuity of knowledge, traditions, and practices and it is the 
social cohesion of moral guidance. Its richness has been seen both the monuments and 
architecture of an environment.  Culture also focuses in philosophical ideas, scientific 
thinking, and language and literature which performing arts. Indian culture permits us to 
appreciate its historical resilience, social diversity, and continuing relevance in modern 
society of this era. The word “culture” is originated from the Latin word cultus, which 
means to cultivate, refine, or worship. Like the cultivation of land, it also the cultivation of 
human intellect, social practices, and moral development. It signifies the refinement and 
organization of human life. It is describing like the “soul of a nation,” which captures the 
essence of social norms with historical continuity and human creativity of a society. 
Keywords: Culture, Indian society, Heritage, Diversity, Traditions, Beliefs 
 

Introduction: 
 

Cultures transmission from one generation to another generation has occurred through 
tangible forms like architecture, temples, monuments etc. and the intangible forms like 
language and literature, religious practices, rituals, and philosophical ideas. Culture is 
merely an external ornament of a society in day-to-day life. It manifests in the food that 
people eat, the clothes which they wear, the language by which they speak, and the 
festivals they celebrate in the society. Indian culture is like a connective network of values 
and practices that blend spirituality, moral guidance, and social structure. Social norms, 
customs, and traditional believes guide the moral behavior and communal harmony of a 
society. 
 

     In a descriptive manner culture is a human-made environment both material and non-
material products of a society. Material culture means physical artifacts like tools, clothing, 
and monuments, while non-material culture signifies the ideas, beliefs, philosophies, and 
ethical principles. The nature of culture permits   to evolve over time maintaining 
continuity with the ancient. 
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     Indian culture harmonizes diverse influences with new ideas, and continues to shape 
human behavior by collective identity.  
 

Problem of the Study: 
 

Indian culture is among the oldest culture in the world of history, traditions, and social 
practices. Despite its riches contemporary Indian society faces challenges in preserving and 
understanding its cultural heritage. Rapid globalization, urbanization, and modernization 
have influenced lifestyles, values, and beliefs.  
 

     In this study the problem arises the need which examines how Indian culture has 
endured different centuries and to identify the mechanisms system that have enabled for 
its survival. Cultural knowledge, traditional beliefs, and practices are converted across the 
next generations.  It is also essential to evaluate how Indian culture continues to shape 
contemporary society, influencing by morality, social behavior, and community. My study 
investigates the history, philosophy, trade, and cross-cultural exchanges between two 
countries without any compromising of values. The problem is also involving some 
questions about the cultural continuity, diversity by shaping gathering identity.  This 
study permits to provide inner insights into the strategies for collective and promoting 
cultural heritage in the modern contemporary period. 
 

 Review of Literature: 
 

Review of literature demonstrates the depth, continuity, and adaptability of Indian culture 
related my topic.  Many scholars, like   Mukerjee (1948), emphasized the integrative nature 
of Indian civilization that highlighting its capacity to harmonize spiritual, moral, and social 
dimensions. Indian heritage, illustrates the literature and social customs of fostered 
continuously. Indian cultures also emphasizing interrelation between culture, civilization, 
and human values. 
 

     The historical and geographical dimensions of the Vedic people, shows the migration, 
trade, and social networks facility by cultural mechanism.  The studies indicate the Indian 
society has successfully absorbed external influences by preserving its essential ethical, 
spiritual, and social morals. 
 

     This Research also highlights the diversity of Indian culture of multiple caste and crate, 
languages, and social groups. Literature emphasizes that culture is not only static but also 
dynamic, capable of integrating innovations without losing historical continuity. This 
research is examining both the preservation of traditional values and the adaptation of 
culture in contemporary era. This study meets this gap by combining historical, 
philosophical, and sociological needs providing a holistic understanding of Indian culture 
and heritage. 
 

Research Methodology: 
 

The research methodology for this study combines both descriptive and analytical 
approaches to examine Indian culture and its characteristics in contemporary society. The 
methodology ensures a multi-dimensional understanding of cultural continuity, diversity, 
and adaptation. The study uses both primary and secondary data sources. Primary sources 
like Classical texts, scriptures, historical records, cultural artifacts, monuments, and oral 
traditions. 
 

     I have collected the secondary sources like books, journal articles, dissertations, and 
reports, online databases to prepare the article. 
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Objectives: 
 

The main objectives of this article are as follows:  
 

1. To mention the concept and meaning of culture and examine its role in human 
civilization in the society. 

2. To discuss the relationship between culture and civilization 
3. To identify the distinctive features of Indian culture of the society 
4. To identified the contribution of Indian cultural heritage to global civilization and 

cross-culture of it. 
5. To discuss the modern globalization of culture by social change. 

 

Indian Culture and Heritage: 
 

Indian culture is one of the the oldest continuous civilizations of the world. Indian culture 
has remained alive and evolving in Egypt, Rome, or Greece. Its fundamental principles 
spirituality, moral values, social harmony, transmitted from one generation to the next 
through education, rituals, literature, and communal practices etc. 
. 

Cultural Heritage: 
 

The cultural heritage is material and intellectual achievements. Material heritage includes 
monumental architecture, sculptures. The main examples are Taj Mahal, Jagannath Temple 
in Puri, Lingaraja Temple in Bhubaneswar, Red Fort in Agra, Qutub Minar in Delhi, 
Mysore Palace, Dilwara Jain Temples in Rajasthan, and the Nizamuddin Dargah and many 
others This architecture represents philosophy, religion and social values of the Indian 
society. 
 

     And the Intellectual heritage includes contributions in literature, philosophy, science, 
mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and spirituality.  Famous scholars such as 
Baudhayana, Aryabhatta, Bhaskaracharya, Varahmihir, Nagarjuna, Susruta, Charak, and 
Patanjali exemplify the richness of India’s intellectual legacy. Different religious books like 
the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and Yoga system have guided the ethical behavior, 
spiritual development, and societal organization etc. This type of heritage makes the 
ethical and moral framework of Indian society by the cultural continuity. 
 

     Historical interactions with Persian, Arab, Mughal, and European cultures enriched 
Indian society and the unity in diversity between the caste and creed. The traditional 
values ensuring the continuity and relevance in the contemporary era. 
 

Common Characteristics of Culture: 
 

There are so many characteristics of the culture. The main characteristics of the culture are 
given bellow:  
 

1. Culture is Learned and Acquired: 
 

Cultural knowledge is learned through socialization, observation, and participation 
in family, community, and societal activities.  On the other hand, individuals 
inherit certain physical traits, cultural norms, behaviors, and beliefs which are 
acquired through interaction with others and the surrounding.  
 

2. Culture is Shared by Groups: 
 

A cultural practice or belief becomes meaningful if it is shared among members of a 
society or community. Culture always remains relevant and cohesive of the society. 
 

3. Culture is collective: 
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Culture is always generations related. Innovations, solutions to social problems, 
artistic achievements make rich cultures of collective ideas. 
 

4. Culture is Change: 
 

Culture is not permanent it is changeable. New ideas, technological innovations, 

social changes, and external influences go to modifications in cultural practices of 
a society. 
 

5. Culture maintains the Norms of manner: 
 

Culture maintains the norms of behavior in the society. It guided moral conduct, 
ethical decision-making and interpersonal interactions between the society order 
and cohesion. 

 

 Characteristics of Indian Culture: 
 

Indian culture is distinguished by unique qualities that have enabled it to survive, adapt, 
and flourish across millennia. These characteristics reflect India’s spiritual ethos, social 
harmony, philosophical depth, and historical resilience. 

 

i. A Cosmic mission and vision: 
 

Indian culture is built on a cosmic perspective. Indian philosophy recognizes that all 
elements of creation living and non-living are interconnected manifestations of the divine. 
This cosmic vision and mission fosters respect for nature, animals, and fellow human 
beings and promotes the idea.  The main vision of culture is the satyam-shivam-sundaram 
which means the integration of truth, beauty, and divinity in day-to-day life. 

 

ii. Sense of integrity: 
 

Integrity is central to Indian culture, emphasizing balance between the material and 

spiritual aspects of life. Philosophical principles such as dharma, artha, kama, moksha 
describes how individuals can pursue moral duties, material prosperity. Inner harmony is 
considered the foundation for social and cosmic harmony, ensuring that moral, social, and 
environmental thicks. 
 

iii. Patients:  
 

Indian culture is the patients and tolerance. India has historically mixed religions, 
communities, and ethnic groups. From Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism to 
Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, all religions have their own thinking. Indian culture 
emphasizes unity in diversity, allowing multiple viewpoints, behaviors, and practices. The 
principle of patients and tolerance has helped Indian society to maintaining cultural 
continuity. 

 

iv. Spirituality: 
 

Spirituality forms the core of Indian cultural identity. Life is like a journey of self-
realization. Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and Yoga Sutras guided individuals toward 
ethical conduct, meditation, and moral responsibility of individual.  
 
 

v. Emphasis on Duty  
 

The concept of duty and righteousness guides the Indian social and personal life. Unlike a 
rights-centered approach, Indian culture stresses performing one’s duties toward family, 
society, and humanity. Dharma manages ethical behavior and fosters interdependence 
within communities of a society. 
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Religious Factors: 
 

Religion is both a source of diversity and unity in India. The country hosts multiple 
religions, including Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, and Jainism, and 
each of them with a distinct beliefs, practices, and social structures of the society.  On the 
other hand, religious plurality could potentially create conflict n the society. India has 
historically maintained a culture of tolerance and coexistence which I have already 
discussed above.  We shared some values such as compassion, moral discipline, and 
devotion fostered interaction among communities. Religious festivals such as Diwali, Holi, 

Christmas, and Eid are celebrated across the India among different communities of the 
people. And they promoting cultural synthesis and a sense of reality shared identity 
among the peoples. Moreover, saints, poets, and different famous reformers such as Kabir, 

Akbar, and Dara Shikoh played vital roles in harmonizing religious and social diversity of 
the environment. 
 

Cultural Factors: 
 

Indian culture is a story of continuity, synthesis, and enrichment which is a continuous 
process. Its diversity stems from numerous ethnic groups, castes and creed, different types 
of tribes, and regional communities. They also gathered the distinct languages, customs, 
and artistic traditions of the society.  The people of the society shared philosophies, social 
norms, and religious ideas among the peoples with the different ideas. The caste system, 
joint family structures, and widespread festival celebrations provide common societal 
frameworks as the regional variations in dress and art reflect local identity of a society. Art, 
literature, music, and architecture across India demonstrate shared values, and historical 
connections, fostering a sense of unity among the different diversity of the people. 

 

Political Factors: 
 

Historically, India’s civilization continuously relied more on cultural and social structures 
than centralized political authority. Societal stability was maintained through community 
norms, religious institutions of a particular tribe and moral values rather than political 
power. Political leaders like Akbar and Jehangir contributed to unity by promoting justice, 
tolerance, and integrative policies by their famous writings Din-e-Ilahi, which represents 
multiple faiths. Post-independence of the Indian Constitution and democratic governance 
have reinforced unity while accommodating political diversity, regional autonomy, and 
pluralistic ideologies during that time. 
 

Linguistic Factors: 
 

India’s linguistic diversity is very vast. India has 18 officially recognized languages and 
hundreds of dialects.  The main languages belong to three major families are Indo-Aryan, 
Dravidian, and Mundari. They have connection with each other’s regional and historical 
variations. Linguistic diversity poses both challenges and opportunities by the people. 
Language can be a source of regional identity and even separatist sentiment.  It also 
contributes to cultural richness and collective identity. Literature, poetry, and religious 
texts across languages share philosophical and moral themes, reinforcing united among 
the people. Additionally, historical influences of Persian, Arabic, and English have 
enriched Indian languages and facilitated cross-cultural communication. 
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Interconnectedness of Factors: 
 

The factors described above and linguistic are interdependent and it collectively sustaining 
India’s brotherhood among diversity. Pilgrimages, trade, festivals, social institutions, and 
shared philosophical ideas weave a cohesive cultural fabric, ensuring that differences are 
celebrated while a sense of national and civilization unity is maintained s a whole. 
 

Conclusion: 
 

From the above discussion it is clear that the study of Indian culture permits the culture to 
human existence, thought, behavior, and social interaction between the peoples. Culture is 
not like an ornamental. It is the immense of humanity, encompassing traditions, values, 
beliefs, knowledge systems, and social thinking. Indian culture in particular reflects a 
synthesis of spirituality, morality, and social harmony, demonstrating resilience and 
adaptability over millennia in the world. 
 

     The main characteristics of Indian culture are vision, tolerance, receptivity, and 
spirituality, ethical conduct, and unity in diversity which highlights the cultural values. It 
guides personal and collective in our life. The concepts of karma, dharma, reincarnation, 
and purusharthas are the ethical responsibility and moral duty. It also likes spiritual 
progress, integrating material and spiritual aspirations in our day-to-day   life. 
 

     The main causes to India’s unity are diversity. It includes geographical, religious, 
cultural, political, and linguistic elements. It shows the multiple layers of identity mix 
within similar ideas of cultures. Overall, my study focuses the   Indian culture which is not 
static but it is dynamic one also. Culture continuously evolving the maintaining of a 
foundation the moral behavior, spiritual, and intellectual thinking. Cultures legacy 
continues to shape human behavior, social mixture, and cross-cultural exchanges 
worldwide as a whole. Preserving and promoting this cultural heritage it is essential for 
sustaining the social harmony and enriching the global civilization. Culture also fostering 
the understanding the increasingly interconnected manner of the people world. 
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