Pratidhwani the Echo

A Peer-Reviewed International Journal of Humanities & Social Science
ISSN: 2278-5264 (Online) 2321-9319 (Print)

Impact Factor: 6.28 (Index Copernicus International)

Volume-XIV, Issue-I, October 2025, Page No. 101-113
Published by Dept. of Bengali, Karimganj College, Sribhumi, Assam, India

Website: http:/ /www.thecho.in
DOI: 10.64031/pratidhwanitheecho.vol.14.issue.01W.036

From Devotion to Dialogue: Exploring the Convergence of Swami

Vivekananda’s Bhakti Yoga & Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of Love
Soumyabrata Mahapatra, Doctoral Research Scholar, Department of Education,
Ravenshaw University, Cuttack, Odisha, India

Panchali Kaushik, Doctoral Research Scholar, Department of Education, Tezpur
University, Assam, India

Dr. Sarat Kumar Rout, Associate Prof. & Head, Department of Education,
Ravenshaw University, Cuttack, Odisha, India

Bikshyatsib Sardar., Research Scholar (Ph.D.), Department of Education, Ravenshaw
University, Cuttack, Odisha, India

Received: 25.08.2025; Accepted: 13.10.2025; Available online: 31.10.2025
©2025 The Author(s). Published by Dept. of Bengali, Karimganj College, Sribhumi. This is an open access
article under the CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

Acknowledgement

The author sincerely conveys thanks to all those who contributed in one way or another to
the growth process of this study. Special thanks to the department of Education, Ravenshaw
University, Cuttack for availing academic resources for completing this research and
providing a unique environment where research could thrive. The author profoundly
acknowledges their mentors and co-workers for their stimulating discussions and
meaningful suggestions, which enriched the study to a large extent. Appreciation is
extended to those scholars and researchers who laid the groundwork for this exploration of
Bhakti-Yoga and the Pedagogy of Love, whose due engagement in an interdisciplinary
conversation built the conceptual foundation of this paper. The author also expresses
gratitude to the supporting family and friends, whose morale and endless patience helped
the completion of the entire research and writing process.

Finding: The author declares that no special grants were received from external funding
agencies-the public, commercial or not-for-profit-for the completion of this research.
Conflict of Interest Statement: The author declares no conflict of interest in the authorship
or publication of this article.

Abstract
The study entitled “From Devotion to Dialogue: Exploring the Convergence of Swami
Vivekananda’s Bhakti Yoga & Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of Love” presents its own findings on the
integration of Swami Vivekananda's Bhakti Yoga and Paulo Freire's Pedagogy of Love
toward the integration of Eastern spiritual tradition-based pedagogy and Western critical
pedagogy. So far, applications of this synergistic potential of Bhakti Yoga with Freirean
pedagogy in education seem scarce. The study proposes a theoretical framework for
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generating emotional intelligence, spiritual awareness, and social consciousness among
students using holistic education. Employing qualitative research methodology, the study
reviews the similarities shared by the educational philosophies advocated in both
pedagogies, with the help of theoretical and philosophical analysis. The research relies on
hermeneutical reading or analysis of primary texts, Bhakti Yoga and Pedagogy of the
Oppressed, as well as secondary literature and analysis of policies such as NEP 2020 and
UGC Mulya Pravah 2.0, to check their relevance in modern educational scenarios. It was
concluded that combining Bhakti with Freire's critical pedagogy instils empathy, ethical
consciousness, and social responsibility in higher education. With an empirical study with
practical classroom applications missing in between, their collective usage points to the
future need for case studies underscoring its theoretical framework. Hence, this study calls
for an educational alternative that nurtures ethically aware, caring and socially responsible
learners.

Keywords: Bhakti Yoga, Pedagogy of Love, Convergence, Holistic Education, Critical
Pedagogy.

Introduction:

In the realm of philosophical discourse, introduction of spirituality into education has
remained a common topic, where both traditional and contemporary thinkers unite towards
the necessity of holistic development (Polishchuk & Dudchenko, 2022). Some of these
thinkers include, to mention but a few, Swami Vivekananda, whose philosophy of Bhakti
Yoga (the path of devotion) reoriented the educational notions of child development by
putting emotional and spiritual consciousness in the centre of the learning process
(Mookerjee, 2017). Bhakti Yoga, as pronounced by Vivekananda, transcends ritualistic
religion in advocating for selfless service and love, which are capable of elevating humanity
and liberating man both from individual and social bondage (Vivekananda, 1896). In this
regard, Bhakti Yoga offers a remarkable complete structure for education focusing on the
development of empathy, emotional intelligence, and sense of responsibility, shaping into
noble human beings capable of becoming compassionate and socially responsible (Lipner,
1997; Sharma, 2022).

In line with Vivekananda's vision of education is Freire's Pedagogy of Love, which offers
an educational approach grounded in love, dialogue, and a critical awareness to liberate the
learner from social oppression and promote social justice (Freire, 1970). Freire (1970) argued
that education had to be more than the mere transmission of information; it had to be a
dialogical process with love as an active transformative power that entrenches values of
mutual respect, solidarity, and social development. He maintained that love is not merely a
passive feeling but is active, allowing teachers and students alike to embrace a process of
learning that is intellectually enriching and socially and morally transformative (Giroux,
2011). Freire's pedagogy speaks of an education that develops critical thinking, social
commitment, and empowerment of the learner with love at its core as the essential
pedagogical tool to engage with the world and one another (Freire, 1970).

Although Bhakti Yoga and Paulo Freire's Pedagogy of Love do share common tenets-
benevolence, altruism, and disinterested concern for others-their joint accommodation into
educational discussions becomes an impropriety (Darder, 2002). The devotional dimension
towards spiritual development of Bhakti Yoga appears ostensively different from Freire's
liberal, socially-conscious pedagogy. Nevertheless, both frameworks seek to transcend the
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domain of personal spirituality, engender empathically responsive relationships between
self, community, and nature. The interface of these two pedagogical philosophies provides
one an opportunity to create a cogent educational framework incorporating integral
development of intellectual and emotional skills and thereby equipping students to face
challenges of modern times (Vivekananda, 1896; Freire, 1970).

In this regard, Bhakti Yoga conjoined with Freire's Pedagogy of Love gives remarkable
potential to reimagine education that is quite contemporary. Are there not similarities
between love as a transformative force for education, though differently articulated? Bhakti
Yoga evinces love as devotion that messes with a direct connection toward the Divine,
whereas the Pedagogy of Love situates love within the relational dialectics between teacher
and student for critical consciousness and social justice (Hatt, 2005; Freire, 1970;
Vivekananda, 1896). The potential of such a fusion appears ever more obvious in the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which stresses embedding into the academic
framework human values of peace (shanti), love (prema), and non-violence (ahimsa) (UGC,
2023). This policy aims to sculpt an education that raises an ethically contributing citizen
besides academics toward the spirit of Bhakti Yoga and Freirean love-based pedagogies.

The convergence and intersection of the two educational philosophies provides a much-
needed roadmap that will assist in the development of intellectual yet spiritually sound
global citizens. The growing interconnectedness of the world offered by the combination of
Bhakti Yoga and the Pedagogy of Love gives to the teachers, a transformed attitude toward
students to teach them through a blend of mind and heart to grow into responsible and
socially sensitive beings (Noddings, 2013; UGC, 2023).

Research Questions:

The following research questions have been formulated for his study.
i.  What are the conceptual foundations of Bhakti Yoga and Paulo Freire's Pedagogy of
Love?
ii. =~ How do Bhakti Yoga and Freire's Pedagogy of Love interrelate and complement each
other?
iii. =~ What are the pragmatic implications of merging Bhakti Yoga with Paulo Freire's
Pedagogy of Love in a classroom context?

Rationale of the study:

There has long been scholarly interest in the interplay between the spiritual philosophies of
Indian traditions and Western expressions of pedagogy, particularly in the frame of holistic
education (Ferrer,2018). While traditional pedagogical paradigms have, for the most part,
emphasized cognitive and intellectual development, more recent bibliographic
involvements and academic discussions increasingly highlight the significance of emotional,
ethical, and spiritual development to create well-rounded individuals (Singh et al., 2014).
Despite the emphasis on education in terms of love and social justice by many frameworks,
like Freire's Pedagogy of Love, there remains an apparent shortage of literature on the
crossroad of Bhakti Yoga, as an Indian spiritual philosophy, and Pedagogies based on love
coming from Western traditions, such as Freire's (Burton et al., 2021).

As envisaged by Swami Vivekananda, Bhakti Yoga bases the very tenets of education on
devotion, selfless service, and love. They lay the core importance of the whole setting of
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contemporary paradigms for attaining values of empathy, emotional-intelligence, and social
responsibility (Vivekananda, 1896).

Though there is a considerable amount of literature that discusses the transformative
potential of Bhakti Yoga on personal spiritual development, its pedagogical application does
not receive as much attention from the modern education field. The study of Bhakti Yoga
has mostly revolved around its philosophical and spiritual dimensions, with considerably
less emphasis on how those ideas could be used to inform classroom practices or educational
policy (Mookerjee, 2017; Lipner, 1997).

In contrast, Paulo Freire's "Pedagogy of Love" is a critical pedagogy premised on the belief
that love is a transformative force in education, advocating to liberate students from
oppressive systems by creating shared critical consciousness (Freire, 1970; Giroux, 2011).
Freirean pedagogy has been very often applied across a variety of educational contexts;
however, the integration of that pedagogy with Eastern spiritual philosophies such as Bhakti
Yoga remains a largely overlooked area one that offers ample opportunities for research into
greater cross-cutting between these two philosophical systems with the possibility of
producing an integrated framework on holistic education that provides nurturing terrains
for inspiring intellectual, moral, and spiritual growth in students (Andrade, 2007).

Gap in Existing Literature:

The interplay of spiritual philosophies with educational theories does not receive a fair share
of attention in the academic discourse surrounding holistic education (Srivastava, 2017).
While the literature on love-based education such as Paulo Freire's "Pedagogy of Love" is
plentiful, they have not paid much attention to the synergies that Eastern spiritual
philosophies such as Bhakti Yoga bring into the conversation between Western critical
pedagogy. Bhakti Yoga, based as it is on the teachings of Swami Vivekananda, is only
saliently connected with devotion, selfless service, and empathy, which resonate with
modern educational aims of emotional intelligence development, moral conduct, and social
responsibleness (Vivekananda, 1896). However, while Bhakti Yoga may be more recognized
for its impact on spiritual development, applications of Bhakti Yoga in the magic of the
classroom, particularly within the last century, have not been explored enough (Mookerjee,
2017). Freire's context of love, grounded in critical pedagogy and social justice, strongly
affirms the transformative role of love in liberating students and stimulating their critical
consciousness (Freire, 1970). In spite of this, while his concepts have been widely applied in
many educational settings, it remains largely unexplored as to the intersection of his
pedagogy with the spiritual traditions of Bhakti Yoga. The literature lacks a thorough
exposition of how Bhakti Yoga's principles of selfless devotion and compassion may
complement Freire's stress upon love in education, and integrate in informing educating
practice toward holistic development. The interdisciplinary integration of Indian spiritual
philosophies with Western educational theories represents a critical gap in the literature.
Indeed, although both traditions articulate love and selflessness as operative principles in
their respective ways, actualized integration of such within classroom environments that
serve the dual purpose of promoting both moral development and social justice has not been
adequately taken into consideration. Furthermore, while Bhakti Yoga has been the object of
extensive research with regards to its implications for individual religious development,
scant attention has been paid to its implications for the social responsibility of nurturing
empathy and ethical engagement promoting social responsibility in educational contexts.
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Additionally, while Freire's pedagogy has found relevance in liberation education and social
justice frameworks, the role of spiritual devotion as a force nourishing critical pedagogy has
not received sufficient attention. A qualitative narrative approach to explore the synergy
between these two philosophical traditions is surprisingly absent. The lack of similar
research on the integration of Bhakti Yoga and Pedagogy of Love in holistic education
challenges further inquiry, especially empirical studies that, in the 21st century, might
examine how these couple frameworks contribute toward the emergence of emotionally
intelligent, ethically informed, and socially responsible learners.

Methods:

The study follows the outlook of philosophical and theoretical analysis with qualitative
methodology and examines features shared by Swami Vivekananda's Bhakti-Yoga and
Paulo Freire's Pedagogy of Love in education. The comparative analysis draws
commonalities, hermeneutic analysis investigates primary texts to draw conclusions on
educational insights.

A content analysis of academic literature and policy documents-e.g., NEP 2020, UGC
Mulya Pravah 2.0-ultimately assesses significance to contemporary education. While a
theoretical basis of this study also initiates a notion to suggest a case study design in order
to launch empirical validation on the proposed framework. Overall, these methods would
provide a systematic evaluation for how spirituality and social justice found their way into
holistic education.

Research questions wise analysis:
1. Conceptual foundations of Bhakti Yoga and Paulo Freire's Pedagogy of Love?

The Conceptual Foundation of Bhakti Yoga in Education Bhakti Yoga is, according to Swami
Vivekananda's interpretation, a path of devotion and selfless serving that lifts the devotee
above the ego so that he can unite with the Divine. In educator's contexts, Bhakti Yoga
reaffirms love, compassion, and service as basic emotions for development by creating an
emotional and moral context (Vivekananda, 1896). To Panda (2018), Bhakti Yoga, which
signifies more than mere practice of rituals, possesses transformational potential for
enhancing spirituality within an educational setting and truthful moral consciousness in
learners. Bhakti Yoga has resonance with Rasa Theory of emotions, wherein love is the
principal emotional state required for spiritual and intellectual transformation (Panda,
2018).

Bhakti Yoga’s Role in Character Education and Moral Development Devotional emphasis
in Bhakti Yoga cultivates such virtues as humility, compassion, and self-awareness that
foster character education. According to Vivekananda (1896), devotion to the Divine brings
one beyond intellectual processes and nurtures the complete development of a learner's
character. Varma (2017) points out that Bhakti practice provides a psychological basis for
resilience and well-being, establishing a balance between emotional and intellectual growth.
Singh (2020) notes a case study pointing to Bhakti Yoga practices like chanting and
devotional singing foster emotional stability and compassion towards peers, reinforcing the
idea that emotional well-being and morality completeness are necessary parts of education.

2. How do Bhakti Yoga and Freire's Pedagogy of Love interrelate and
complement each other?
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Freire in the Pedagogy of Love advances the idea of love as a transformative and active force
in the education process. Freire defines love as a process of creation, an action, an active
dialogue for mutual respect and empowerment in the relations between students and
teachers. Love for Freire becomes the matrix of humanizing education, one that supports a
struggle against oppression and develops critical consciousness. He puts stress on the
dialogical relationship between teachers and learners, wherein both are simultaneously
learning and reflecting towards a degree of liberation and social transformation (Freire, 1970;
Giroux, 2011).

Developers by other teachers and theorists Bell Hooks extend Freire's framework by
asserting that love is an essential part of creating a caring and respectful classroom
environment.

It's important to remember that love is much more than compassion; love, as integrated
into the pedagogy, is an active means for the establishment of love, justice, and
empowerment. Noddings (2013), outlining caring pedagogy, notes that love is at the heart
of good teaching and calls for the care of the students by educators at many levels-in their
intellectual growth and their emotional growth. The latter supports love by arguing for
emotional, spiritual, and social development, along with cognitive development, through
love-based pedagogical practices.

3. What are the pragmatic implications of merging Bhakti Yoga with Paulo
Freire's Pedagogy of Love in a classroom context:

Since the last few decades, Bhakti Yoga has been widely integrated into holistic learning
approaches in educational contexts. Various practices such as meditation, selfless service,
and chanting of divine names promote mindfulness as well as emotional regulation required
for success in this examination and overall development (Vivekananda, 1896). Patel (2020)
discusses challenges and opportunities for integrating Bhakti Yoga while addressing the
issue of it being viewed as religious evangelization within secular institutions. Yet, Patel
(2020) firmly contends that Bhakti Yoga, when understood and taught inclusively, meets
with universal benefits for emotional and spiritual well-being among cultures. Despite the
immense possibilities, Bhakti Yoga's place in the mainstream education sphere sustained
criticism for detrimental implications of surrender, which are being correlated with passivity
or fatalism. Sharma, 2019, suggests that Bhakti Yoga's devotional practice would counter the
spirit of critical thinking and active engagement within the modern-day educational
practice. Proponents, however, argue that Bhakti Yoga's emphasis on selfless love and serve
can enforce moral obligation and bring about significant changes in the student's ethical
engagements with society.

4. Pedagogy of Love & Devotion in the Light of Critical Consciousness:

Spiritual devotion and critical pedagogy offer a transformative framework to
reconceptualise holistic education. The Bhakti Yoga of Swami Vivekananda and the
Pedagogy of Love of Paulo Freire regard love, selflessness, and social justice as the main
virtues of education. Bhakti Yoga advocates selfless actions and devotion towards unity with
God and fits into modern educational concerns dealing with the issues of empathy, social
responsibility, and emotional intelligence (Vivekananda, 1896). These principles would
foster growth in students who are intellectually capable, morally potent, and inherently
dedicated to the social construct (Lipner, 1997). Seva (selfless service) makes up the core of
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Bhakti Yoga. It emphasizes work for the betterment of society, advocating a character-driven
education that fosters not only performance excellence, but moral and social responsibility
(Vivekananda, 2001). Devotion, as in Bhakti Yoga, involves a deepening commitment to
learning, and strives to carry education into both the spiritual and intellectual domains. The
idea of spiritual oneness similarly assists in fostering empathy and helps students to seize
perspectives rooted in solidarity and cooperation (Mookerjee, 2017). Freire’s right to love
proposed a collective emancipation through love, dialogue, and critical consciousness for
social justice and liberation (Freire, 1970). Love is taken as an essential transformative power
that combines with critical consciousness and enables both the educator and learner to build
a force to oppose any system of oppression, posing a great change on either side (Giroux,
2011). These two pedagogies diverge: that of Bhakti Yoga referring more to the importance
of initiation into the inner growth of each student, Freire's being concerned with the
significance of collective liberation and an engaged response to the community, both aiming
toward the transcendence of individual egocentrism for the construction of empathy for the
common good (Freire, 1970; Vivekananda, 1896). While these philosophies come together to
create a family of holistic education that combines faith with critical pedagogical elements-
fostering inner development and social action, the non-attachment addressed in Bhakti Yoga
finds a counterpart in Freire’s empowerment towards social justice, enriching the entire
experience of developing the student in his or her integrity. Thus, is generated the perfect
student: both academically competent and socially responsible (Vivekananda, 1896; Freire,
1970).

This integration is consistent with modern educational reforms such as the NEP 2020 and
UGC Mulya Pravah 2.0, emphasizing a holistic education that develops emotional,
intellectual, and moral capacities in the student. Both aim toward values-based education,
which helps to create students who are better suited to contribute to their society (NEP, 2020;
UGC, 2023). Educators should create a transformative learning environment embodying the
principles of devotion and critical reflection in the process of academic growth and social
responsibility.

Discussion and Key Findings:

This research looks at the confluence of Swami Vivekananda's Bhakti Yoga and Paulo
Freire's Pedagogy of Love, to uncover their common tenets and make recommendations as
to their integration into contemporary educational settings. The literature reviewed
overwhelmingly support the philosophical convergence of these two pedagogies. A host of
studies (e.g., Sharma, 2022; Mookerjee, 2017) point out that both these paradigms advocate
for service, love, and social responsibility as essential educational values, emphasizing a
holistic development model of persons who exude compassion, emotional intelligence, and
social justice.

Furthermore, the critical analysis reveals that Bhakti Yoga and Freire's Pedagogy of Love
place a premium on love, selflessness, and social justice in education service for social
responsibility and ethical consciousness (Vivekananda, 1896; Freire, 1970). These values
hold a central view in these philosophies regarding the humanization of education itself.
The literature is, however, beset by hermeneutic variations in concepts: Bhakti Yoga sees
spiritually motivated devotion and transformation, whereas Freire's pedagogy looks at
critical reflection and social liberation. Nevertheless, Giroux (2011) and Vivekananda (1896)
have demonstrated that spiritual devotion and critical pedagogy can complement one
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another in ways that constitute a holistic approach toward personal development and social
action.

Synergetic Confluence between Bhakti Yoga and Freire's Pedagogy of Love:

The second key finding is the synergy between Bhakti Yoga and Freire's Pedagogy of Love
in education. Both these frameworks endorse an inclusive and caring model of education,
with grounding in selfless service and social transformation as core elements (Sharma, 2022;
Freire, 1970). In Bhakti Yoga, wherein devotion and creating one body to perform love is one
of the principles, dialogue and critical consciousness represented the basis of Freire's
pedagogy, merging to become one project of developing moral integrity and empathy for
students.

The study by Mookerjee (2017) seems to highlight that the devotional love of Bhakti Yoga

supports Freire's social action by providing opportunities for students' engagement in
critical reflection and, above all, motivates students to compassionate action.
On the other hand, various surveys (Lipner, 1997; Giroux, 2011) criticize the applicability of
these philosophies in the educational context. These studies maintain that the personal
spirituality that Bhakti represents may contradict Freire's critical pedagogy roadmap of
social activism and empowerment of marginalized communities. The apprehension is that
spiritual devotion in Bhakti can end up being seen as introverted and unrelated to the
collective action and social justice. In light of this concern, some studies suggest that selfless
devotion could be integrated with education by stressing community engagement and moral
development, thus responding to Freire's plea for social transformation too.

Practical implication from policy perspective:

The practical applicability of Bhakti Yoga and Freirean Pedagogy in contemporary
educational contexts are well-covered topics within the literature. The interface of these
philosophies with NEP 2020 and UGC Mulya Pravah 2.0, both of which envision holistic
growth of students intellectually, emotionally, and ethically, is plainly favored (NEP, 2020;
UGC, 2023). Noddings (2013) and Sharma (2022) note that these policies are ideally
positioned to nurture values of love, empathy, and social responsibility central to both
Bhakti Yoga and Freirean Pedagogy. Yet, the gap remains in empirical research towards
showing how these frameworks play into teachers' work. In alignment, studies conducted
by Lipner (1997) and Sharma (2022) call for practical models and case studies to clarify how
Bhakti Yoga and Pedagogy of Love can be put into practice daily into education. However,
the lack of empirical data regarding real-life application integrated within these frameworks
makes further credence to the suggestion that there is a need for further research that can
explore how such concepts would facilitate academic excellence along with moral
development in teachers and learners for bringing socio-spiritual transformation in
education.

Conclusion:

The theoretical framework of the integration of Bhakti Yoga and Freire's Pedagogy embodies
a rich collection of literature. Both philosophies of Bhakti in action, love, and social justice
portray how these two pedagogies could build a cohesive model for holistic development in
students (Vivekananda, 1896; Freire, 1970). However, some studies (e.g., Giroux, 2011)
suggest that little empirical research has yet tested how these two philosophies can be
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integrated into educational practice and provide guidance for the associated development
of actionable pedagogical strategies for educators.

This says that the intersection of Swami Vivekananda's Bhakti Yoga and Paulo Freire's
Pedagogy of Love, in common with the principles of love, compassion, selflessness, and
social responsibility in education, has been brought to the fore. Both approaches foster an
education that strives to produce students who are not only intellectually competent but also
emotionally intelligent, ethically pure, and socially responsible human beings. As per NEP
2020 and UGC Mulya Pravah 2.0, these frameworks are supported because they are in
congruence with the existing education systems geared toward the whole person (NEP,
2020; UGC, 2023).

But, despite theoretical convergence, it appears, from even within cursory document
analysis, that there is little empirical evidence showing the practical integration of these
philosophies to implement both within classroom settings. Future research should aim at
empirical studies and pedagogical strategies that dynamically incorporate these frameworks
into classroom education, underscoring critical thinking, empathy, and social justice.

The conceptual understanding in Bhakti Yoga focuses on devotion to the Self, while Freire
focuses on consciousness and social transformation this indicates a challenge towards a
subtle integration of both pedagogies. Future research should investigate how these
approaches can align relatively to enable personal development and social action in students
so they can be harmonised into contributing members of a more humane, ethical, and just
society (Giroux, 2011; Mookerjee, 2017).
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