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Abstract

The meaning of truth is very difficult to define. Western philosophy shows how
complicated this concept is. Different theories of truth include correspondence, coherence,
pragmatism, and semantic theories. Each of these tries to account for the differences in a
statement but focuses on different aspects. There are those who care about truth matching
reality, and others who care about a system, or pay attention to practical considerations.
The article addresses the issues of the twenty-first century, such as mediation, linguistic,
and epistemic pluralism, and the current truth crisis. Aside from these issues, the article
explains that recent advancements in truth theory do not bypass traditional controversies
but rather shift the classical conflicts of realism/anti-realism, objectivity/practice, and
explanatory/conceptual economy. Using the method of comparative conceptual analysis,
the paper assesses the explanatory power and limitations of each theory under
contemporary epistemic conditions. In this respect, the paper shows that different
theoretical construals of truth can justify different correctness standards. In the end, only a
comparative perspective will demonstrate the dynamics behind the continuity and the
innovativeness of the truth theories deployed in contemporary Western philosophy. It
argues that the prevailing epistemic complexity cannot be resolved with a single theory,
but instead proposes that a more suitable solution is an integrated, context-sensitive theory
of truth.

Keywords: Truth; Correspondence Theory; Coherence Theory; Pragmatism; Semantic
Theory” Convention T; Digital Information Age; Context-Sensitive Truth.
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“to say of what is that it is, and of what is not that it is not, is true, while to
say of what is that it is not, or of what is not that it is, is false.”?
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“Truth consists in some form of correspondence between belief and fact”2
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1 Aristotle, Metaphysics, trans. W. D. Ross, in The Works of Aristotle, ed. Mortimer J. Adler and Philip
P. Wiener, vol. 7 of Great Books of the Western World (Chicago: Encyclopeedia Britannica, 1952), 531
(1011b25).

2 Bertrand Russell, The Problems of Philosophy (London: Williams and Norgate, 1912), 121.
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“According to the coherence theory of truth, we have a great many beliefs
about the content of our experience, but as with any other beliefs, their truth
can only consist in their coherence within the system; and if that means that
the system must be a rich and elaborate system, well and good.”?
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“Truth in its essential nature is that systematic coherence which is the
character of a significant whole.”4

3 Michael P. Lynch, Jeremy Wyatt, Junyeol Kim, and Nathan Kellen, eds., The Nature of Truth: Classic
and Contemporary Perspectives, 2nd ed. (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2021), 126.

4 Harold H. Joachim, The Nature of Truth (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1906), 76.
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“The ‘true’ is only the expedient in the way of our thinking, just as the

‘right’ is only the expedient in the way of our behaving.”’
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5 William James (1842-1910), Pragmatism: A New Name for Some Old Ways of Thinking (New York:
Longmans, Green, and Co., 1907), 222.
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GFACL G 20T, ¥ NS v Reiaend arfe 2 991 «ft amima iR @ 37
OFWF formal *® G2 IBISE AH FHfFS, qUcE ©f IAARE &R, (6 92
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6 Alfred Tarski, “The Semantic Conception of Truth and the Foundations of Semantics,” Philosophy
and Phenomenological Research 4, no. 3 (March 1944): 343.
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